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E were, not. long g race. , Sei 
of the Inns of Court, together, each to 
other ſo well known, that no man's preſence 
was a Fonfinement to any other from peaking” 
his mind on any ſubject that happened to ariſe 


in converſation. The meeting was without de 1 5 


ſign, and the diſcourſe, as in like caſes, vario * — 
Among other things we fell upon the ſubject of 
Moolſton's trial and conviction, which had hap- 
pened ſome few days before: that led to a de- 
bores wy the law ſtands. in ſuch caſes, what 
| 1 OM , 


. 4 x 5 
bree it inflis; and, in general, eber 
the law ought at all to interpoſe in controverſies 
of this kind. We were not agreed in theſe 
points. One, who maintained the favourable 


fide to Weolfton, diſcovered a great liking and 
approbation of his diſcourſes againſt the mira- 
cles of Chriſt, and ſeemed Wo. think his argu- 
ments unanſwerable. To which another replied, 


1 — 


I wonder that one of your abilities, and bred to 
the profeſſion. of the law, which teaches us to 
confider the nature of evidence, and its proper | 
| weight, can be of that opinion; I am ſure you 
would be unwilling. to determine a property of 
five ſhillings upon ſuch evidence, as you now | 
3 material enough to ns ct the miracles 
ol Chriſt, >: 8 20 3k 3 1 . * 
It may eaſily be imagined tha this ovendd's 
door to much diſpute, and determined the con- 
verſation for the remainder of the evening to this | 
fſubject. The diſpute ran through almoſt all the 
* particulars mentioned in Moolſton s pieces; but 
| the thread of it Vas broken by ſeveral digreſſions, 
and the purſuit of things which were brought ac- | 


wy 2 4 


0 


a 
my 


mm vm AmmWyp 00 % n 


_cidentally into the diſcourſe. ' At length one of 
the company ſaid pleaſantly, Gentlemen, you 
do not argue like lawyers; if J were Judge in 


8 


— 
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"al cauſe, I wool hold you better to the point, 
The. company took the hint, and cried. they 
| ſhould be glad to have the cauſe recheard, and 
bim to be the Judge. The Gentlemen who 
had engaged with mettle and ſpirit i in a diſpute 
which aroſe accidentally, ſeemed very unwilling 
to be drawn into a formal controverſy; and eſ- 
peeially the Gentleman who argued. againſt | 
Moolſton, thought the matter grew too ſerious 
- for him, and excuſed himſelf from undertaking 
a controverſy in religion, of all others the moſt 
momentous: but he was told, that the argument 
ſhould be confined merely to the nature of the 
evidence, and that might besconſidered without 
entering into any ſuch controverſy as he would 
avoid; and to bring the matter within bounds, 
and under one view, the evidence of Chriſt's 


Reſurrection, and the exceptions taken to it, 4 


ſhould be the only ſubje& of the conference. 


With much perſuaſion | he ſuffered himſelf to be 
| perſuaded, and promiſed to give the company, 
and their new made Judge, a meeting that day 


- fortnight. The Judge and the reſt of the com- 


pany were for bringing on the cauſe a week 


ſooner; but the Counſel: for Moolſton took the 


matter up, and ſaid, Conſider, fir, the Gentle- 


i 4 Cs | = A 1 8 | e | | man 


man is not to argue out of Eine, Plauder, 
or Coke, authors to him well known; but he 
muſt have his authorities from Matthew, Mar, 
Luke, and Fobn; and a fortnight is time little 
enougkr of all conſcience to gain a familiarity 
with a new acquaintance; and, turning to the 
Gentleman, he ſaid, I will call upon you before = | 
the fortnight is out, to ſee how reverend an ap- 
pearance you make behind Hammond on the 
Nie Teſtament, x Concordance. on one hand, 
and a folio Bible with references on the other. 
You ſhall be welcome, ir, replied. the Gentle- 
man, and perhaps you may find ſome company „ 
more to your own taſte; he is but a poor 
Counſel who ſtudies on one ſide of the queſtion 5 
"andy; and therefore I will have your friend. ool- 
Aan, I, and -, to entertain you when 

- you do me the favor of the viſit. Upon this 
we parted in good humour, and all pleaſed 
with the appointment made, except the two 
Gentlemen Wh were to provide me entertain. | 
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"THE SECOND DAY. 


x HE dampany met at the time . = 
but it happened in this, as in like caſes it 


FF paces, that ſome friends to ſome of the 


company, who were not of the party the firſt 
day, hadi got notice of the meeting; and the 
Gentlemen who were to debate the queſtion, 
found:they had a more numerous audience than 
they expected or deſired; He eſpecially who 
was to maintain the evidence of the Reſurrection, 
began to excuſe the neceſſity he was under f 


<7 diſappointing. their expectation, alledging, that 


he was not prepared; and he had perſiſted in 
excuſing himſelf, but that the ſtrangers, Who 
perceived what the caſe was, offered to wich- 
draw, which the Gentleman would by no means 
conſent to:; they inſiſting. to go, he ſaid, he 
would much rather ſubmit himſelf to their can "2 
dor - unprepared. as he was, than be guilty. of 
ſo much - rudeneſs, as to force them to leave 
the company. Upon which one of the com- 
pany, ſmiling, ſaid, it happens luckily that our 
| aumber TY Increaſed ; when we were laſt to- 
e „ |  Grikers 
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forgot a Jury, and now, I think, we are good 


Proc 
had this good effect, that it diſperſed the ſolemn 


| reſtored: the eaſe and g to 


P company, thought it a proper time to begin, and 


: upper end of the table: che company ſat rour 


: ſelf Be 
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5 his evidence, which he intends to maintaing 
before the Court: till that is done, it is to no 
purpoſe for me to object. I may perhaps object 


8 vE his Efidenceytid * I 1 


1 other, we b ned a 1 but we ke 


men and true, ſufficient to make one. This 
: thought was purſued in ſeveral alluſions to legal 
dings, which created ſome 'mirth, and 


ai which the mutual compliments upon the 
1 difficulty before-mentioned had nurn and 


the converſion of gentlemen. 0 ere * 3112 "2 id 
The Judge perceiving the aiſpofrion of: the 


; called out, Gentlemen of the Jury, take your 
Places; and immediately ſeated himſelf at the 


bim, and the Judge called upon the Counſel for 
il —_— to begin. 8 500 i L ien 

. A. * for: hey waere bim. | 
lay! it pleaſe yourLocdthip: ; 1 hct the Y 
man on the other ſide ought to begin, and 
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wo ſomething which he will not admit to be any 
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e 1 5 e 
the evidence ought i in che 1 place x to 58 ail. 


> 2 Mr. B. What 17 you to dar? 


Mr. B. Counſet on the other fides © F | 3: 


My Lord, if the evidence I am to maintain, 
were to ſupport any new claim, if I were to 


: gain any thing which I am not already poſſeſſed | 


of, the Gentleman would be in the right; but 


the evidence is old, and is matter of record; and 
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have been long in poſſeſſion of all that I claim 


under it. If the Gentleman has any thing to ſay 


to diſpoſſeſs me, let him produce i it; otherwiſe | 
3 have no reaſon to bring my own title into 
queſtion. And this I take to be the known | 


| Hitt of proceeding in ſuch caſes; no man is | 


- 6bliged to produce his title to his poſſeſſion; it 


ſufficient if ber maintains it when it is called 5 
de nog ry {159 Je. 4 2 79 8 344 No (1963 - | 


Mr. A. ee my Lord, /ths „ Qin 


miſtakes the caſe: I can never admit myſelf 8 
de out of poſſeffon of my underſtanding and 


teaſon; and ſince he would put me but f this 
poſſeſſion, and compte! me to admit chings ae 
credible, in virtue of the evidence he mittig 


he ought to ſet forth his claim, or 1 
won to be dreded by common nee 


„%% #8 3 nm. 


6 10 * 

a Mah you ſoy right 'u upon n ſoppolition - 
: - chat the truth of the Chriſtian religion were the 
point in judgment. In that caſe ie would be ne- 
deſſary to produce the evidence for the Chriſtian 
X religion; but the matter now before the Court 


ollen, are of weight to overthrow the evidence 
el Chriſt's Reſurrection. You ſee then the evi- 
dence of the Reſurrection is ſuppoſed to be what 
* 1 ſides, and the thing immediately in 
ndement, is the value of the objeclions, and 
they muſt be ſet forth. The Court 
will be bound to take notice bf the evidence, 
. which is admitted bene pn con 008 
en Mr. 4. 

Mr. A. My Lord, I fabmix to eee 
cannot but obſerve that the 
ee 'other fide, unwilling as he 
ems to be to ſtare his evidence, did not forget 
0 ly ia his claim to preſcription, which is, 
Perhaps, in truth, though he has too much ſkilb 
men ke the very ſtrength of his cauſe. I. do 
allo that the Gentleman maintains nothing but 
hat his father and grandfather, and his anceſ- 
tors, beyond time of man's memory, maintained 
. 8 him: I allow 15 that an. in 


Lois. Whether the objections produced by Mr. 


— Y 
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135 1 11 9 5 . 
2 OPER makes a good. title; but it mull 
always be with this condition, that the thing 
capable of being preſcribed for: and 1 nüt, 
that preſeription cannot run againſt reaſon and 
common ſenſe... Cuſtoms may be pleaded bx 
preſcription; but if, upon ſhewing the cuſtom, | 
any thing unreaſonable appears in it, the pre- 
ſcription fails; for length of time works ue 
towards the eſtabliſhing any thing that could never 
have a legal commencement. And if this ob- 
jection will overthrow all preſcriptions for cuſ= 
toms, the miſchief of which extends perhaps to 
one poor village. only, and affects them in no 
greater a concern than their right of common 
upon a fagged mountain, ſhall it not much 
more prevail, when the intereſt of mankind is 
concerned, and in no leſs a paint than his hap» 
pineſs. in this life, and in all his hopes for futu- 
rity? Beſides, if preſcription mult be allowed 
in this caſe, how will you deal with it in others = 
What will you ſay to the ancient Perſians, and. 
75 their fire-altars? Nay, what to the Turks,. who 
have been long * in \ poſſeſſion « of their * 
to plead— . 
Mr. B. I beg pardon for ind the 
Gentleman. But it is to ſave him trouble. He 
8 AG. 33 


i -# ge TY into his e. 001 mo hee, und 
has brought us from Perfia to Twrkey already; 
and if he goes on, I know we muſt follow him 
1 round the globe. To fave us from this long 
FPourney, I will wave all advantage from the an- 
1 tiquity of the Reſurrection, and the general re- 
| ception the belief of it has found in the world; 
and am content to conſider it as a fact which 
1] happened but laſt year, and was never heard of 
either by the aer $ "FU; or 1 
I mine. e 3 wee 6 
Mr. A. 1 ſhould not Kale taken quite fo n 
Aa a Journey as the Gentleman imagines, nor, in- 
deed, need any man go far from home to find 
"Inſtances to the purpoſe T was upon. But fince 
this advantage 18 quitted, Tam as Willing to 
ſpare my Pains, as the Gentleman is deſirous 
that 1 ſhould. And yet I ſuſpect ſome att even 
in this eonceſſion, fair and candid as it ſeems to 
+, For Fam perſuaded, that one reaſon, per- 
haps" the main reaſon, why men believe this 
| | Hier of Jeſus, is, that they cannot conceive 
15 that any one ſhould attempt, much leſs ſucceed 
n ſuch an attempt as this, upon the foundation 
"of. mere human cunning and policy; and 1 it 13 
worth the-while to go round the globe, as the 
Gentleman 


* 


t e Þ 

— epielled himſelß to FR Ae 1 
ſtances of the like kind, in order to remove 
this Þ qudice. But Eſtand corrected, and 2 | 
8⁰ directly to the poĩnt now in judgment. en 


MI. B. My Lord, the Gentleman i in Joik | 


cation of his firſt argument, has entered: vpon 
another of a very different kind:* 1 think he is 
ſenſible of it, and ſeeming to yield up one f 
his popular topics, is indeed artfully getting rid 
of another; which has made a very good figure 
in many late writings, but will not bear in any 
place, where he who maintains it may be afked 
queſtions... The mere antiquity of the Reſur- 
trection I gave up; for if the evidence was not 
| good. at firſt, it cannot be good now. _ The 
Gentleman is willing, he ſays, to ſpare” us His 
 kiſtory of ancient errors, and intimates, that 
upon this account he paſſes over many inſtance 

of ſtaud, that were like in circumſtances to the 
_ caſe” before us. By no means, my Lord, let 
them be paſſed over. I would not have the 


main ſtrength of his cauſe betrayed in complai- 


ſunce to me. N othing can be more material, 
than to ſhew a fraud of this kind, that Sevand 
NR in the world. . Chrift Jeſus declared 


himſelf a Fa, and: put the proof of his 


miſſion 


1 3 = 
I: — *. Gy again the. prey a. This z 
ſurely was the hardeſt plot in the world to be 
managed: and if there be one inſtance of thia 
kind, or in any degree like i it, by all n, 
it be produced. 
Mr. 4... My "rey there has hardly 3 an 
inſtance of-a falſe religion in the world, but it 
has alſo afforded a like inſtance. to this before 
us. Have they not all pretended to inſpiration 2 
Upon what foot did Pythagoras, Numa, and 

W others ſet up? Did they not all converſe with 

. tt and pretend to deliver oracle? 5 
= Mr. B. This only ſhews that ee is 
by che common conſent of mankind, the very. 
beit foundation of religion, and therefore every 

> impoſtor pretends to it. But is a man's hiding 
Hemel in a cave for ſome years, and then com- 
ing out into the world, to be compared to a 
man's dying and riſing to life again? So far 
from it, that you and I and every man my da. 
the one, but no man can do the other. 
Mr. 4. Sir, I ſuppoſe it will be allowed a 
be as great a thing to go to heaven and converſe 
wh angels, and with God, and to come down 
* as K is to die and tiſe again. 


Now 


f 


r 15 + 
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Now: this very thing Mahomet Sad to as. 
and all his er believe it. Dun e _ - 


this fact? | 1:14 yy 


_ B. Deny it, Sir 2 Eg : "But iſs us 
en went with Mahomet? Who were his wit-⸗ 
neſſes? I expect before we have done,” to hear 
of the guards ſet over the ſepulchre of Chriſt, 


and the ſeal of the ſtone: what guard watched 


' Mahomet in his going or returning? What 
ſeals and credentials had he? He himſelf pre- 
tends to none. His followers pretend to-nothing. 
but his own word. We are now to conſider 


- 


the evidence of Chriſt 8 Reſurrection, and you 


think to parallel it by producing a caſe, for 
which no one ever pretended there was any evi= 
dence. Tou have A 5 word, and. * 


wk. 3 what he fad; and ack you ant; | 
not go round the globe to find ſuch inſtances. as : 
theſe. But this ſtory, it is ſaid, has gained great 
credit, and is received by many nations: very : 
well: and how was it received? Was not every 
wan converted ta this,fith 
every witneſs to the Re- . 
= ſurrection, and every believer of it was hourly 
' expoſed, to death: in the other caſe, whoever 

a= 1 refuſed 7 
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throat? In our caſe, e 


eredit of their miſſion upon the reſurrection of 


d that affair with more dexterity than the 


Prophets ſunk under their ridiculous  precenſions. 
That's all the difference. UT 


I promiſe you. In one Wyſe, every thing hap- 
pened that was proper to convince the world of 


FIRED Gent; * . che vie 


Nene theſe caſes to be alike? 2 One caſh in- 

_ de chere was within our own memory, which 
in ſome *circumſtan.es came near to the caſe 
now before us. The French prophets put the | 


Dr. Eumes, and gave public notice of it. If 
the eee 3 to bee 8 of this in- : 


V. 4: The inſtante' of Del! Enser is fo fir to 
poſe, that it ſhews to what lengths en- 

_ thufiaſm will carry men. And why might not 
the fame thing happen at Fernſalem, which hap- 
$ but a few years ago in our own country? 
| Matthew and Jobn, and the reſt of them, ma- 


Frereb prophets; fo that the reſurrection of 
Jieſus gained credit in the world, and the French 


Mr. B. Ei it ſo? And a very wide Kfferehics, 


the truth of the Reſurrection; in the other, on: | 


"i * 


. 8 17 1 


of theſe circumſtatices, you hide ſuffcient to 


ſay, with great coolneſs, that is all the difference. 


truth and falſh cod? What diſtinction 


Judge. Gentlemen, you forget that ou ny 
in'a Court, and are falling into dialogue. Courts 


do not allow of chit- chat. Look ye, the evi- 


dence of the Reſurrection of Jeſus is before the 


| Court, recorded by Matthew, Mark; and others} 


You muſt take it as it is: you can neither make 
it better nor worſe. Theſe witneſſes! are ac- 


cuſed of giving falſe evidence. Come to- the 


c point; and let us hear what 8 have: to 1 


| « 
Z 


"8 prove the accuſation. it Ai > 
Mr. B. bÞ it your meaning, l aa ths 
a objeckions ſhould be ſtated and argued all to 


gether, and that the anſwer ſhould be to the whole 


at once? Or would you have the objections 
argued fingly, and anſwered | feparately N 
ſelves? | " 
Judge. 1 think this ole ay aiſpenle wal - 
the ſtrict forms of legahproceedings, and en 
55 fore I Ws ow to 817 choice of che J 
tier the _ had cnfuled to egther the e. 


; | man roſs up. | 7 
+ 4 3 p 5 = 6 | es? | The 


Why, what difference do you expect Puter l 
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che objections — and e eee, ſeparately. 
We ſhall be better able to-form a judgment by 
hearing the Aer, _ the e is +. 


in our minds. 


Judge. Sa vou + hear the » opinion rf. 


the Jury. Go on. 


Mr. A. I am now to diſcloſe t to you a "I 


of — the moſt ſurpriſing. <© The 


tion has been long ralked of, and to 
adde amazement of every one who can think 


ce freely, has been believed through all ages of 


* the Church.” This general and conſtant be- 
lief creates in moſt minds a preſumption. that it 
was ſounded on good evidence. In other caſes. 


| | the evidence S the credit of the hiſtory; 
bent here the evidence itſelf is preſumed only 


upon the credit which the ſtory has gained 8 
I. wiſh the books diſperſed againſt Jeſus by the 


ancient Jews had not been loſt; for they would 
have -given us a clear inſight into this con- 
trivance. But it is hap V for us, that the verx 
account given by the pretended witneſſes of this 


* is * to r ms credit of it. 


13 * Sixeb ve. p. oY | t tia, 74 8. 


„„ 1. . 5 
* „The Reſurrection was not a king contrived for | 
In own ſake. No! It was undertaken to fup- - 
port great views, and for the fake of. great con- 
ſequences that were to attend it. It will be ne- 
ceſſary therefore to lay before you thoſe viewsz 
that you may the better judge of this part of the 
contrivance, when you have the whole Seng 
before .. 27 | 
The Fews were. a Souls ee people, f 
3 as is common among ſuch people, gave 
great credit to ſome traditionary prophecies about 
their own. country. They had beſides ſome old 
books among them, which they eſteemed to be 
writings of certain prophets, who had formerly 
lived among them, and whoſe memory they had 
in great veneration. From ſuch old books 
and traditions they formed many extravagant 
expectations and, among the reſt, one was, 
that ſome time or other a great victorious Prince 
ould riſe among them, and ſubdue all their | 
enemies, and make them lords of the world 5. 4 
In Auguſtus's time they were in a low ſtate, re- 
duced under the Roman yoke; and as they ne- 
ver wanted a deliverer Os ſo the eagerneſs 
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n Fee Scheme of Literal Phi pe 26, | | 
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" of this . a8 it happens to n eh q y 
turned into a firm expectation that he would 2, 
ſoon come. This proved a temptation to ſome. „ 
| bold, and to ſome. cunning men, to perſonate 1 
WW the An ſo much expected; and nothing 1 
is more natural and common to promote re- 1 
WH © bellions, than to ground them on new pro- 0 
{i “ phecies, or new interpretations of old ones: i 
Wt © prophecies being ſuited to the vulgar ſuper- 1 
wh 6. en and operating with the force of reli- | | 
gion. - Accordingly many fuch impoſtors WU ( 
18 8 pretending to be the victorious Prince ex= 1 
i F e and they and the people who followed \ 
So! them periſhed i in the folly of their attempt. 1 
5 But Jeſus, knowing that victories and triumphs ] 
| | are not things to be counterfeited ; that the peo- 1 
il bie were not to be delivered from the Roman 0 
poke by light of hand; and having no hope of 4 
| 1 able to cope with the Emperor of Rome in | 
| ' earneſt, took another and more ſuc- \ 
WW cha method to carry on his deſign. He 1 
dock upon him to be the Prince foretold in the 
ancient Prophets; but then he inſiſted that the 
1 true ſenſe of the prophecies had been miſtaken; 5 
. ene, nee ph. p. 7 
| 


VV K * Vo Het 
7 at they related not to the ings of a 
world, but to the kingdom of heaven; that 

the Meſſias was not to be a conquering Prince, | 
but a ſuffering one; that he was not to come 
with horſes of war, and chariots of war, but 
was to be meek and lowly, and riding on an aſs. 
By this means he got the common and ne- 
ceſſary foundation for a new revelation, which 
is to be built and foundedion a Frecedent erst 
lation 0 TED en dnn 
I0o carry on this deten he. wins E of 0 
twelve men of no fortunes or education, and of 
ſuch underſtandings as gave no jealouſy that tlie x 
would diſcover the plot. And what is moſt 

wonderful, and ſhe ws their ability, wlilſt the 2 
Maſter was preaching the kingdom of heaven, 
 * theſe poor men; not weaned from the: prejudices 
of their country; expected every day thiat he 
would declare himfelf a king, and were *quarreE | 
ling who ſhould be his firſt miniſter. This ex- 
pectation had a good effect on the dae bor it 
kept them conſtant to their maſter. 
I muſt obſerve farther, that the Jews were 
under Dal "En of fu natural 
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9 powers; 


* 
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| powers; and as their own. religion was founded 
on 'the belief of certain miracles, faid to be 
wrouę ke by their lawgiver Moſes, ſo were they 
ever running after wonders and miracles, and 
ready to take up with any ſtories of chis kind. 


Now as ſomething extraordinary was neceſſary 
WI | to ſupportithe pretenſions of Jeſus, he dextrouſly 


kid hold on this weakneſs of the people; and 
ſet up to be Aa wonder-worker. His diſciples 
were well qualified to receive this impreſſion;. 


5 aw, or thought they ſaw, many ſtrange 


| things, and. were able n ſpread the fame and 


| 147094 of them abroad. = - 

This conduct had the defired "XY The 
whole country was alarmed, and fall of the news 
of a great prophet's being come _ them. 
They were too full of their own imagination, to 
tend to the notion Fame 2 
Wt here-was one mighty in deed and in word; and 


1 they eee a was the very Prince their 


Accordingly they once _=— 


8 tempted of 2 up for a King; and at . 


| ther time attended him in triumph to Jeruſalem. 

. This natural conſequence opens the natural de- 
ſign of the attempt. If things had gone on ſuc- 
ceſsfully do tlie end, it is probable the kingdom 


a * 


* * 


— 


ing no ſuch prophecies of the Death and Reſur- 
rection of the Meſſias, they are a ſtanding evi- Er 
dence againſt this tory... As he expected, fo it 
happened, that he died on a croſs. And — 
5 rann of ed contrivance was 'lefe to che 


3 
3 


i "uy 


Heaven, would wave been changed into a kings 
dom of this world. The deſign. indeed failed,” 
by the impatience and -over-haſtinefs* of the 


multitude, which alarmed not only the chief of | 


the Jews, but the Roman governor o. 


The caſe being come to this point, and Jeſus 


fſeeing that he could not eſcape being put to 
| death, he declared, that the ancient prophets 


had foretold that the Meſſias ſhould die upon a 


croſs, and that he ſhould riſe again on the third . 
diy. Here was the foundation laid for the con- 


tinuing this plot; which otherwiſe had died with 


5 its author. This was his legacy t to his followers; © 


which having been well managed by chem and 


their ſucceſſors, has at laſt produced a kingdom | 
indeed; a kingdom of prieſts, who have go- 
verned the world for many ages, and have been 
ſtrong enough to ſet Kings and Emperors at 
. defiance. -But ſo it happens, the ancient pro- 


phets appealed to are ſtill extant ; and there be 
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Tier part is next to be conſidered 


. r of. 1 diſciples and followers, 


Mr. B. My Lord, ſince it is your opinion | 
- that the objections ſhould be conſidered ſingly, - 
| and the Gentleman has carried this ſcheme down 
to the cath, of Chriſt, 14 think he is come to a 
Wil Proper reſt and that it is agreeable to your: * 
tention, that I ſhould he admitted to anſwer... 
ae. You ſay — Lern herr what 
| Ul | you, anſwer, to this charge. +271 en tro 
x. B. My Lord, 1: ee eee ; 

as Gentleman by breaking in upon his ſcheme; 
herwiſe I;ſhopld. have reminded him, that this 
Court fits to examine evidence, and not to be 
enter rained with fine imaginatic ns.” You have 
Had a ſcheme laid before you, but not one bit of 


evidence to ſupport any part of it; no, not ſo 


moch as a pretence to any evidence. The Gen- 


_ aleman, I remember, was very ſorry that the old 
| books of the Jeu were loſt, which would, as 

he ſuppoſes, haue ſet forth all this matter; and I | 
agree. with him, that he has much reaſon to be 
forty, conſidering his great ſcarcity of proof. And 
fince I have mentioned this, that I may not be 
ae 27 * would alt the ſenior. E: 

man 


. 5 3 * 15 „„ 
man now, how he knows there ever were ien 
books i ? And ſince if ever there were any, they 
are loſt, how he knows what they contained 8 
I doubt I ſhall have frequent occaſion to ak 3 
ſuch queſtions. It would indeed be a ſufficient 
anſwer to the whole, to repeat the ſeveral ſup- 
poͤſitions that have been made, and to call for 
the evidence upon which they ſtand. Thi « 
would plainly difcover every part of the ſtory to | 
be mere' fiction. But ſince the Gentleman 
ſeems to have endeavoured to bring under o 
view, the many infi nuations which have of = 
been ſpread abroad by different hands, and to 
work the whole into a conſiſtent ſcheme : 1 will, > 
if your patience ſhall permit, examine this plot, 5 
and ſee to whom the honour of the 0 
belongs. 1251 

The Gentleman begins with expreſſing &« © by 
e amazement, . that che reſurrection has been 
e believed in all ages of the Church,” If you 
alk him, why? ? he muſt anſwer, becauſe the 


account of it is a forgery.: for tis no amazes 
ment to him ſurely, that a true account ſhould 


be generally well received. So that this re- 
mark proceeds indeed from confidence rather 
than a amazement ; ; and comes only t to this, that 

1 e 
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* Hes fore there v was. no e and I am 


ſure this is no evidence that there was none. 
| Whether he is miſtaken i in his confidence, or 1 
| In mine, che Court muſt judge. . 


8" 


Tbe Gentleman's obſervation, that the. gene- 


2 2d belief of the reſurrection creates a preſump- 


| 2bn. that "It ſtands. upon good evidence, and 


5 therefore people look no farther, but follow their 


= Fathers, as their fathers did their grandfathers | 


E. before them, is in great meaſure true; but it is 
”— truth nothing to his purpoſe, He allows that 
the reſurrection has been believed in all ages 
34 of the Church; that 3 18, from the very time of 
the reſurrection: What then prevailed with 
: thoſe who firſt received i it? 7 They certainly did 
a not follow the example of their fathers. Here 


I then i is the point, how did this fact gain: credit 
in the world at firſt? 


Credit it. has gained, 

without doubt. If the multitude at preſent go 
- Into this belief through prejudice, example, and 
for company ſake, they do in this cafe no more, 
5 nor otherwiſe, than they do in all caſes. : And 


it cannot be denied, but that truth may be re- 
| ceived. through, prejudice (as it is called) 5. e. 
4 without examining the proof of, merits of the 
cauſe, FO well As falſhood. What geared truth 


8 


. 
we 


* 
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is blk the merits” of whiok! all the world: or 


the hundredth part, has examined? It is ſmartly 
faid ſomewhere, Ibat the: prieſt only continues 


what the nurſe. began: but the life of the remart 


conſiſts. in the quaintneſs of che antitheſis be- 
tween the nunſe and the pricft >: and owes its fop- 
port much more to ſound than to ſenſe. en 
is it. poſſible that children ſhould not hear ſome= 


thing of the common and popular opinions of 


their country, whether thoſe opinions be true or 
falſe? Dg they not learn the common maxims 
of, reaſon this way? Perhaps every man firſt 
learnt from his nurſe, that two and two make 
four; and whenever ſhe divides an apple among 


| her children, ſhe inſtils i into them this prejudice. > 
that the whole is: equal to its parts, and all the 


parts. equal to the whole; and yet Sir Haar 


Newton, (hame on him) what worte Has e 4 


made, what a building has hie erected upon the 
foundation of this nurſery⸗ learning: As to re- 


ligion, there; never was a religion, there never 


will be one, whether true or falſe, publicly 
owned in any country, but children have heard, 


and ever will hear, more or leſs of it from theſe 
who are plaged about them. And if this is, and 


ever muſt be the caſe, whether the religion! be 
droughts WP * a2 FS. — . 


5 r 
as caſe, whether: the a an or od; 
it is highly abſurd to lay ſtreſs on this obſerva - 
Tion, when the qweſtion is about the truth of any 
_ religion; for the « obſervation is een to 
- both fades ef the queſtion... | 6 
-Weare now, I chink, got ih e ene 7 
t Learning, Which - muſt for ever, it 
queſtions of this e, 
| and are coming to-the very merits of the cauſe. 
And here, the Gentleman on the other fide 
Se; to begin with an account of the | 
people of the cus: the people in whoſe coun- 
try che fact is laid, and who were originally, 
5 4s in ſome e en, concerned in its 
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Ther were, 1 Kya; a 1 Wee 
* and lixed under the inffuence of certain 
pretended prophecies and ee 3 that upon 

_ this groundithey'had, Tome time before the ap- 
_pearance of Chriſt Jeſus, ebe great ex- 
pedctations of the coming of a victorious Prince, 
i who mould deliver rhem from the Reman yoke, 
8 ; them all Kings and Princes. He 
x goes on then to obſerve, how liable the people + 

| eres in this ſtare of things, to be impoſed on, 
— 3 bold 


enough 
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ten to rake . n the Prince | 
expected. He obſerves. furtlier, that in fa 
many: ſuch. impoſtors did ariſe, and deceived | 
- multitudes to their ruin and detruction. N 
1 have laid theſe things together, IE 1 
4 not intend to diſpute theſe matters with the _ 
Gentleman. Whether the "Jews: were a- weak -- 
and ſuperſtitisus people, and influenced by falſe 
pProphecies, or whether they had true prophecies 
among them, is not material to the preſent 
queſtion. It is enough for the Gentleman s ar» 
| gument, if F allow tlie fact to be as he has ſtated 
it; that they did expect a victorious Pfince, that 
they were upon this accountexpoſed to be prac- 2 
en rate}. e ge nnd in L, fact. were: g | 


＋ his Foundation being l 466; it 1 to 
expect, and I believe your Lordſhip,, and every 
one preſent” did expect, that the Gentleman 
would go on to ſhow, that Jeſus laid hold of. 
this opportunity, ſtruck in with the ewe of - 
the people, and profeſſed himſelf to be the 
prince who was to work their proce But 
ſo far, it ſeems, is this from being the caſe, that 
the charge upon Jeſus is, that he took the con- 
ene * and fer up in 8 to all the 


4 | B 1755 y popular 
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2 popular 'notions "Dail off kis is - coutttry' 
dat be interpreted the prophecies to another 
il 88 ſenſe. and meaning than his ebuntrymen did; 

and by his expoſitions took away all hopes of 


their ever ſeeing: the viRorious deliverer fo much 
wanted and expected. n * iiueetands tg) 


I know not how to bring tie Gunten hi 
| ee and his concluſion to any agreement; an 
they ſeem to be at a great variance at preſent. he 
| At it be the likelieſt method: for an impoſtor to ct 
- ſucceed, to build on the popular opinions, pre- in 


= judices and prophecies of the people ; then furely ir 
a impoſtor cannot poſſibly take a worſe method tt! 
chan 40 ſet up in oppoſition to all the pre- tt! 
judices and prophecies of the country Where 
' was the art and cunning then of taking this | h 
method? Could any -thini be expected from WW ** 
it, but hatred, contempt, pet perſec ution? And h 
did Chriſt in fact meet with any other treatment . 
from the Jerus And yet when he found, as 15 
the Gentleman allus he did, that he muſt p perich 4 
in this attempt, dicl he change his nate ? Did 0 
be come about, and drop any intimations Agree> ww 
able to the notions of the people? It is not f. 
Pretended. This, which in any other caſe; | t 
ien ever hap ened, would be taken to be a K 
17799 CES, plain 
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1155 the ſuppoſed advantage of ſuch foundation. © 


EE Xt 3 1 185 
plain mark of great honeſty, or great Mopidhy, ” 


or of both, is in the N e Itty policy, 
and: contrivance. ** LEE. 
But it ſeems, Jeſus « dared not ſer up to be the 


vibe Prince expected, for victories are not 


to be counterfeited. 1 hope it was no crime in 


him that he did not aſſume this falſe character 8 
and try to abuſe. the cfedulity of the people: if 
he had done fo, it ir certainly , would have been a 
crime; and therefore in this point at leaſt he is 
innocent. 1 do not ſuppoſe the Gentleman 
E imagines that: the Jews were well founded in 
their expectation of a temporal Prince; ; and 
therefore when Chriſt oppoſed- this conceit R 
the manifeſt hazard of his life ; as he certainly 
had truth on his ſide, fo the e preſumption i is, that 


it was for. the fake of truth chat he TD 


himfelf, es $5 


No; 0 tanks: we are told; the common and | 
15140 foundation for a new revelation, the Y 


authority of an ola one, to build on. Very 
well; I will not enquire how common or how 
, neceſſary this foundation is to a new revelation; 3 
for be that caſe as it will, it 1s evident that in 


the method Chriſt took, he had not, nor could 
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1 For whos is as . necefſary ?. ? 2 Bing 
| of the Gentleman's ſhall tell you: 
it muſt be difficult, if not impoſſible, to in- 

2 troduce among men (ho in all civilized coun- 


40 Becauſe * * 


10 tries are bred up in the belief of ſome revealed 


« religion) a revealed religion wholly new, or 


cc ſuch as has no reference to a preceding. one ; 


| oc for that would be to combat. all men on too 
= © & many reſpects, and not to proceed on a ſuffi - 
1 7 cient number of principles neceſſary to be 
Wl & affented to by thoſe, o on whom the firſt im- 


« preſſions of a new. religion are propoſed to be- 
«c « made, 5 
_ ceflity of this foundation; it is that the new 


* people. Had Chriſt any ſuch advantages, 
or did he ſeek any ſuch? The people expected 
® victorious Prince ; he told them they were 


the elders ; ; he told them thoſe. traditions made 
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Fou ſee now the reaſon of the ne- 


becher may have the advantage of old popular 
opinions, and fix himſelf upon the prejudices of 


ken: they held as ſacred the traditions of 


18 e law of God of none effect: they valued them 
N : ſelves for being the peculiar people of God ;; he 
* them, that people from all n 1 of tha | 


— 


T 33 1 ft 
wines e e be the people of God, and fiedbw 
with — Jaac, and Jacob, in the K Nos 
dom: they thought God could be worſhipped 


pots, their ſuperſtitious diſtinctions of meats, 
their prayers in public; their villa 


"ie came to. de 


revelation. ĩn the true ſenſe, or.(which is ſuff 


to the preſet argument) in a ſenſe not receired 
hy the people, it was. in truth, the greateſt 
difffeulty he had to ſtruggle wich. And there? 
fre what could tempt him, but purely a re ri 
to truth, to take upon himtelf fo many: diffieul: 
ties which might have been avoided, could hs 
have been but ſilent as to the old 3 On 
, anal the Perle to their imaguations 2 
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 Siffictent number of- principles owned by: the peo«- 
Ble, did he build on?: If he adhered to che old 


only at Jeruſalem; he told chem God might and. 
ſhould be worſhipped every where: they were 
ſuperſtitious in the obſervance of the/ſabbath 3. 
he, according to their reckoning, broke it fre- 
duentiy s f in a word; their waſhings of hands and 


ies in ſecret; . | 
were all reproved, expoſed, and. condemned by - 
him; and the ery ran ſtrongly againſt him; that- 
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9 proper perſons 


eee eee employment for them 
| before he has done, I Aae to defer the conſi- 
deration of their abilities and conghaſts till Ichear 


. 


vantage of the prejudices. of the people; ge- 


trous fellows to manage under them: but in this 
caſe, Jeſus oppoſed all the notions of the peo- 
ple, and made choice of ſim ple ons 


to conduct his contrivances. - 


. "that the very thing diſclaimed, the remporal 
bf kingdom, was the real thing aimed at under 


} | tis diſguiſe. | He told the; people there was no 


lation to. expect a temporal deliyerer, 


pretenſions; he declared here 
3 from the ancient prophecies, to expect ſuch A 


4 

, * 
* 
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1 . carry on SER dee bbs; be 

next ching which Jeſus did, was to make choice 
to be his diſoiples. The 
nan has given us their character; dut; 


| 5 what work. he has for them to do. .ILwoukt only 
N obſerve, that thus far this en differs from all 
jar ever L heard of. Impoſtors generally take 


nerally too they make choice of cunning dex- 


. But what deſign,. what real EI was 3 
4 on all this while? Why the Gentleman tells us, 


warned them againſt all who ſhould ſet up thoſe 
cre. was no ground 


- en and Fer, by theſe: very means he was. 
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himfelf to be the very: Prince the'people 1 
We are ſtill upon. the marvellotk pe eh po 
opens new wonders.” I blame not the Gentle 
man; for what but this can be ĩmagined, to give 
any account of theſe meaſures 1 imputed to CHriſt ? 
Be this never ſo unlikely, yet this is the only, 
thing that can be ſaid. Had Chriſt been charg ge * 
with enthuſiaſm, it would not have been neceſs 
fary to aſſign a reaſon for his conduct eme fed 
is 'unaccountable* * Rutione modoque"traftari PI 
vlt. But when deſign, cunning, and fraud, 
are made the charge, and nsch touch aw 
height, as to ſuppoſe him to be a party to the 
contrivance of a ſham reſurrection for Hirrſelf; 
it is neceſſary to ſay, to what end this eunninz 
tended. It was, we are told; to a. kingdom: 
and indeed the temptation was little enougi cn 
ſidering that the chief conductor: of the plot was 
to be crucified: for his pains. But were the 
means made uſe of at all probable to attain tlie 
end? Ves, ſays the Gentleman, thut cannot be 
diſputed; for they had reallhʒ this effect. The 
people would: have: made him King, Meg well. 
Why was he not King then? Why it haps 
bars ugloekily: that he: would. not accept the. 
„ BG. WITS bo nv. 
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to lee, that. his 
- was — and inevitable. What 
| Goes he do then? W. to make the beſt of a 
of his under 
to thoſe: who! were to ſucceed him, he 
pPretends to propheſy of his death, which he 
knew cquld not be avoided : and further, that 
d riſe again the third day. Men do not 
tricks i in articuls mortis but this 


ur chat, after 
| deſpair of 
bis fortimes, it is faid) he had it in his power to 
t up for King onet more, and once more re- 
fuſed —— Men in deſpair 
un the leaſt help, and never refuſe the greateſt. 
Nom the- caſe was re to; after he had fore- 
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F the « people e his pe with bougſhs | 
Jem g. ee hay. tilt bor fear of 1 re 54 
Why was not this opportunity laid hold on to- 
| ſeize the kingdom, or at leaſt 20 ſeture eu . 
from the ignominious death he expe@ed? 
whoſe ſake was 1s he contente 
: ike 15 contrive this 4 of e 3 5 


| nor capable to manage any advantage that coul 
axiſe from its A the een tel 


7 to N ee of wk n, I am fure ſome of 
his friends have taken great pains to prove it 
ſo. Ho then can it be ch ion 
2 1 . e to introduce. ws. . the 


ented to die 2 For whoſe: 


tions gave ke man 70 Kong his diſciples. 
were not fit even to be truſted with the ſeeret, 


Some meer years 5 aer Chriſt, in 

oppoſition to his wilk and almoſt to the ſub- 
verſion of his religion. And yet, we are told; 
18 wan was eee g in view. 


* dai ; of is is contrary 
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F : to die and riſe again: the ancient bo 


Er whieh/have — Fon ih th ebene 2 


and practices bf churches, ſinoce 
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— — — ;of all that ſhould 8 
be taught in the Church in Wan times.” * Nay, ö 


they Woetodd and fore warne 
ſuch eofrupt teaches. Tis t 


cotruptions which have ſpread among Chriſtians. 
nore concern with themy 
got no more t Ger, _— wich h 


There is en obſervation more, 1 F ank, 


Which the Gentleman made under this head. 


Jeſus, he fays, referred to the authority -of an- 5 


nt prophecies to prove that the Meſſias was 

oks referred 
to are extant, and no ſuch prophecies, he ſays, 
t to vb found. « No- whether the Gentleman 


can find theſe prophecies, or no, is not material 
nd the 4 54 Om is are thae - 
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—— ſettled by thoſe who had an authen- 
— — ſettle it, are quite out of þ e 


allenge the religion of Chriſt, becauſe of che * 
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16 the re ſurrection Im as managed yt fraud, 
| GChoiſt ere ateiu the fraud himſelf, by 
0  foretalling ther fraud vthat Was to happen: dif 
prove therefore the reſurrection, and we ſhall 
> have: nadurther:dcdafion for prophecy. On 7 
other ſde; by foretellingi the reſürrection; he 
| certair een his miſſion e, 
truth of the event. Whether it be the character 
of the Meſſias, in che ancient prophets or no, 
dbhat he ſhould die and xiſe again; without doubt 
| Jeſus is not the Meſſias, if he did not riſe againd 


5 ee of the Meſſias. If the event uſtii 
the prediction, it is ſuch an evidence as no man 
N of ſenſe and reaſon. Es 

turally think, that the foretelling his reſurrec- 
tion, and giving ſuch public notice to expect i it, 
that his kceneſt enemies were fully appriſed of 
n carried with it the greateſt mark of ſincere 
dealing. It ſtands thus far clear of the ſuſpicion 
of ſraud; and had it proceeded from begs. . 
and an heated imagination, the dead body; at 


leaſt would, have reſted in the grave, and ee 


bre — x 10 Kid ovnidpat and mats 1 


n reject. One wonld na- 


out further evidence have conf uted ſuch preten- 


„ Acne * . body was not only 
carried 
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the merits of the cauſe muſt 


concluded, chat here muſt: 

be miracle, or 2 great fraud a fraud, he 
means ü which Jeſus in his life-time was a 

There i is, ke fays, no medium: 1 — 

teh it t not be am enithuſiaſin, 
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8 friends and Parties to the plot. In ſuch 2 caſe, 
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5 Now he ſuppoſes Chriſt te have been nbd; 
| poor Lala. at the on only; ip; be | 
* n Siena? 
| Judge. -Sir, x MER go to. new "matter, 3 
= Counſel on 9 other fide muſt be admins. i. | 
5 anſwer. 1 | 
Mr. A. My Lo 15 3 no "ak intentions. 
1 was ab 1 F that the account I gave of 
Jeſus was only to introduce the evidence that is 

do be laid before the Court. It cannot be en- 
: pected that I ſhould know all the ſecret deſigns ; 
of this contrivance; eſpecially conſidering. that 
we have but ſhort accounts of - this affair, and 
_ thoſe too conveyed to us through hands of © 


it is enough if we can imagine what the VIEWS 
5 probably were. And in ſuch caſe too, it muſt 
be eaſy for a Gentleman of parts to raiſe con © 
trary imaginations, and to argue plauſibly from 
them. But the Gentleman has rightly obſerved, * 
that if the reſurrection hen and. there in an 
end of all pretenſions, ood 
to be ſupported by it. - Theres 1 4 go.0 o 
to prove this fraud, which is one main N a 

. cauſe now to be wied 
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— 41 be leave to lik you, that yeh; in his 


| prediction Was accompliſhed; he died upon the 


With the particulars of his crucifixion, death; : and 
N burial.” It is a well known frory. . | 


= of th he hiſtory ; perhaps he may be of opinion 
E ME e weiden, and that Chriſt only counter- 
Wt - 
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ns not" crucified” by his diſciples, but by the 
mans and the Jews and they were in very 
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| that the dead body was fairly laid in. the tomb, 


| N if mu can get it as fairly out again. _ 
age. Go on with hav evidence. | 


** 


* # L * 


Mfestime, foretold his death, and that he ſhould 
_ Hiſc- again the third day. T he firſt part of his 


4 croſs, and was buried. I will not trouble vor 


+ or Mr. B. My Lord, I deſire to know . 7 
1 e Gentleman charges any fraud upon this part 


; that there was a ſleight of hand in 


0, 0 tres no DIY Bikes he f 


0 ron eargeſt, I will prove beyond contmdiction, | 


d the tomb ſealed up; and it will be well for 


D* Mrz . My Lord, the erucifixion being 
over the dead body was conveyed to a ſepul-⸗ 
chte; and, in the general opinion, there ſeemed - 

to be an end we the whole deſign. But the go- 

| 't,  -/ -. "> vernors | 
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1 x. 43. * . 
vernörs of che Jeros, watehful for the ſafety & * 
the' People, called to mind, that Jeſus in his 
life: time had ſaid that he would riſe again on the 5 

thiuel day. It may at firſt ſight ſeem ſtrange, tliat 
tcheyiſnould ae eee te ſueh EY 1 | 
been s wprophes 
ſumptiem hd which; to the common ele of | 
mank ind, carried its confutation along with it. 
And e there is no other nation in the world, 
* which woüid ot have flighted ſuch a Vain 
prognoſt cation of a known impoſtor.” But 
they had warning to be watchful. It was not 
long belbre that he people “ had like to have 

e. been fftally deluue df and impoſed on by him, 
tin the Pretended reſuſeitation of Lazarus. 
They had op diſcovered the cheat in the caſe . 
of Lazarus, and "had nariowly/eſcaped the da- 


gerous conſequences of irt And though Jeſus 
was dead, yet he had  maky«Diſciples' and fol. 


lowers alive, WO were ready enough to com- 
bine in any fraud to verify the prediction of their 
Maſter.” Should they ſucceed; the rulers fore- 
ſaw the conſequences in this caſe would be more 
fatal, than thoſe which before they had narrowIy 
eſeaped. Upon this account they addreſſed 


este the nn. 3 told: him 
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be Jong, for he. 
l ran Refurre 


and When that was aren, e alen ight-he 
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— . nota. The Stief prieſts. took 
"another method. . prevent al (frauds, and it 


f der: What i is" intended 
up doors, and boxes, or vritings. 
not or the ſatisfaction of all parties con- 


7 —9 had been uſed to pre- 
derer Dania? And when he came, and faw 
Daniel ſaſo, and his. own End/aptouches, he was. 
- ſatisfies: And indeed if de conſider 
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thus wſed parte tovenatits ** 
ritings to a perſon ſealed; "ad He | 4 
fo, 50 wir ages vw cept- 
5 ance, implies a covenant between you, that ne - 
writings ſhall be*delivered, and the ſeal whole: 
And ſhould the ſeal be broken, it would be a 
maniſeſt fraud and breach of truſt. Nay, fo 
| ſtrongly is' this covenant implied, that there 
needs no ſpecial agreement in the cafe; It is 43 
compact which men are put under by the law of 
nations, and the common conſent of mankind. 
When you ſend a letter ſealed to the poſt-houſe; | 
"you have not indeed a ſpecial agreement with ak 
perſons through whoſe hands it Paſſes, chat it 
mall dar be opened by: any hand, but his 
only to whom it is directed: yet men Know 
themfelves to be under this reſtraint, and that it” 
15 unlawful and diſnonourable to tranſgreſs it. | 
Since then the ſepulchre was ſealed; firice the . 
: Neal imported a covenant, conſider who were the 
parties to this covenant. They -eould be no 
other than the chief Prieſts on one ſide, the 
Apoſtles on the other. To prove this, 0 ſpe- i 
eial agreement need be ſnewn. On one fide,” 
there was za concern to ſee the Predietton f- 
| files; on che e wen fraud in La- 
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g bis: that the. ſeals. houls be opened. a i 
> appointed. for the Reſurrectio a; that.all | 
ties might ſee and be fined, whe 
dend body was qome to life, or no: 
What now would. any reaſonable. man exj of 
. theſe circumſtances? Do not you EXPEL 


0 hear chat the chief Prieſts and the: Apo 


met at the. time appointed, opened the Re: 
and that the matter in diſpute was ſettled i 1 
all controverſy one way or other? But ſee 
Boy it happened. The ſeals. were broken, the 


none of the chief Prieſts preſent, or e 
to fee the ſeals opened. The guards, when ex- 
amined, were forced t to confeſs the truth, though 
Joined with an acknowledgment of their guilt, 
which made them liable to be puniſhed by 
Pilate e;..they.. confeſied that, they. were aſleep, 
and; in the mean time chat the body was Wen 
a. by the .giſciples. 3 4% 91 28 ag 
* Tt higgvidence. of the: Roman 5 and the 
| r ſtronger Evidence ariſing. from the clandeſtine. 
oe. FA l up the ſeals, Are. ſufficient, 
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But there is ; another circurnſtance. in, the. e aſe 
> equal weight. Though the ſeals did not pre- 3 

vent the cheat entirely, yet they effectually fal- 


ſified the prediction. According to the predic- 
| : tion, Jeſus Was to riſe on the third day, or after 
ö che third day. At this time the chief Prieſts 
| intended to be preſent, and Probably would 
have been attended by a great multitude. This 
J made it impoſſible to play any tricks at that 
4 time, and therefore the Apoſtles were forced to 
haſten the plot; and accordingly | the Reſurrec- 
tion happened a day before its time. For the 
. body was buried on the Friday, and. was gone 
early 1 in the morning on Sunday. K wh 
| Theſe are plain facts; facts drawn 7 he 
accounts given us by thoſe who are friends to 
the belief of the Reſurrection. | The Gentleman 
1 not call theſe. imaginations, or complain : 
that 1 have given him, ſchemes inſtead of e evi- 
dence. 1 ra 2 1 e 
Mr. B. my 1 I am.1 now to RR 
that part « of the argument, upon which the Gen- 5 
tleman lays the greateſt ſtreſs, He has given 
us his evidence; mere evidence, he fays, un- 
mixed and clear 'of all ſchemes andi imaginations. 
In one thing legs 15 has PR 1 as good as his 
word; 


3 4 3 * 
F i * Y - "Fs. L 
SS 44 7 | ( 
* 
* 


N | N 4 
e * 


he 


| Wi OY War Tag 6000 dition, 


2 == 
_ —_— bh 
. 5 


br withour, doubt when the Jews ſealed the 


tone, they took care to ſee that the body was 


tere; otherwiſe their precaution was uſeleſs. 


b: 5 publicly known in all Feruſalem ;. for he owns 


| that this gave. occaſion for all. the care that was 


taken to prevent fraud. If this open prediction 
- implies a fraudulent deſign, the evidence is 
F | Arong with the Gentleman; but if it. ſhall ap- 
Wy. | pear to be what it really was, the greateſt mark 


_ that could be given of ſincerity and plain deal- 
ing in the whole affair, the evidence will be ſil ; 


as ſtrong, but the weight of it will fall on the 


Per fide for the Gentleman's purpoſe. 
In che next place, che Gentleman en to 


_ ReſurreQion, by the care they took to prevent 
tit. He thinks the thing in itſelf was too extra- 
| vagant and abſurd to deſerve any regard; and 
that no one would have regarded ſuch a predic- 
don in ee e I agree with 


| rely : ee ee of 


hit 5 died, and was laid in the ſepulchre; 


| He has proved too, that the prediction of Chriſt 
© Concerning his own Reſurrection, was a thing 


. 5 be ar 4 grear loſs to account for the credit which 
de chief Prieſts gave to the prediction of the 


him a reaſan wh the chief Prieſts were. under 
any concern about this prediction: Was it be- 


cheat and an impoſtor ? ? Ttis impoſſible. This FR 
_reaſon would have convinced them of the folly 
and preſumption of the prediction. It muſt 


to a prophecy in his caſe, which in any other 


this be but the ſecret conviction they were un 
der by his many miracles of his extraordinary. 
Powers ? ? This care therefore of the chief Prieſts | 
over his dead, helpleſs body, is a laſting teſti- 
mony of the mighty works which Jeſus did in 
his life-time. F or had the Jews been perſuaded 


; they would not have been afraid of Hong any 
done by him after his death. | 


; ſys they had diſcovered a plain cheat in the caſe 


from the dead; and there fore the y took. all this 
WM to * againſt a like cheat. „ 


1 


cauſe they had plainly diſcovered him to be a 


thetefore neceſſarily be, that they had diſcovered _ 
ſomething in the life and actions of Chriſt, 
which raiſed this jealouſy, and made them lien f 


caſe they would have deſpiſed. And what could 


that he performed no wonders i in his life, I think. 


But the Gentleman is of 8 mind. He + 


of Lazarus, whom Chriſt had pretended t to raiſe 
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EN 1 5 7 
bow 8 IN now to want evidence ; 1; am 1 forbid 
10 call this imagination, ; what elſe to call it 1 


Was raiſed from the dead; and though his life 
was ſecretly and baſely ſought after, yet no body 
had the courage to call him to A: trial of his 
rulers were terrified. Very well: but they were 


Fefſion, when they brought him to a trial; why 


n would have been much to their purpoſe. 
_ Thſtead of that, they accuſe - him of a defign 
to pull down their temple, to deſtroy their 
law, and of blaſj phemy ; but not one word of 
any in the * of As or oy er 
caſe. 

25 But nut to enter into . merits of this Rs 
Rich has in it too many circumſtances for your 
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as the Gentleman ſtates it, that the cheat, in 
the caſe of Lazarus, was detected. What con- 
n is to expected? In all other «caſes, 

| . e. 
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know not. There is not the leaſt intimation | 

_given from hiſtory, that there. was any cheat in 
tze caſe of Lazarus, or that any one ſuſpected a 1 
cheat. Lazarus lived in the country after. he 


Sac 4 


part of the cheat. It may be ſaid perhaps the | 
mot terrified when they had Chriſt in their poſ- | 


ad they not then object this cheat to Chriſt? 


* 02 


1 conſideration; let us take the caſe to ve 
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contemptible, and quite incapable of deing 1 


ther miſchief: ſo little are they regarded, that 


even when they tell the truth, they are ne- 
red. Was it ſo in this caſe ? No, ſays the 
Sen the Jews were the more careful that 


Chriſt ſhould not cheat them in his own Refur- 


rection. Surely this is a "moſt ſingular e 


chief Prieſts ſought to kill him, and thought: his 
death would put an end to his pretenſions: When 
they and the people had diſcoverẽd him to he a 
cheat, then they thought him not ſafe," even 
when he was dead, but were afraid he ſhould 
prove a true Prophet, and, according to his 


own prediction, eee A en —_— | 


poſterous fear! Re 1 
In the next place; the Gendemim OY us 5 
proper the can was that the chief Prieſts took. 1 

agree perfectly with him. Human policy could 
not i invent a more proper method to guard Agen 
and prevent all fraud. They delivered the ſepu | 

chre, with the dead body in it, to a company of 

Roman ſoldiers, who had orders from their officer 

to watch the ſepiildhre. Their care went further 

5 ally WW of the ſeptlehte. Ken 


io pelo, once diſcovered; grow „ ions" and 
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when the people thought him a prophet, the 
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1\87pon: this 3 the Genlemarr has ex- 


unedithe uſe of ſeals when applied to ſuch 
$. purpoſes. - They imply, he lays, a covenant 
f — ings ſealed up ſhall remain in the con- 
2 they are, till the parties to the ſealing are 
agreed to open them. I ſee no reaſon to enter 
8 learning about ſeals: let it be as the 
| Gentleman. has opened 1 it. What then? 
Why chen, it ſeems, the Apoſtles and chief 
Mow were in a covenant that there ſhould be 
no Reſurrection, at leaſt no opening of the door, 
till they met together at an e time to 
ene C gt cine uo 
Lordſhip and the gun . now con- 
Gder the ee of this ſuppoſition. When 
- Chriſt was ſeized and carried to his trial, his 
5 Diſciples fled,” and hid themſelves for fear of the 
Jeu, out of. a juſt ; apprehenſion. that they 
| Would, if apprehended, be ſacriſiged with their 
Maſter. Ferer indeed followed him, but his 
courage ſoon, failed, and it is well-known in 
what manner he denied. him. Aſter the death 
of Chriſt, his. Diſciples. were ſo far from being 
ready to engage for his Reſurrection, or to en- 
1 into terms and renn he the. hid in . 


— odd N | 
8 a 1 A Tre X — — og = aca, FRY” - : : — 
_ — e — . 9 _ \ 113 * e 
0 „ — 1 wy o 2 "+ 4. a * n 4 Ro 0 3 vol 
* 9 1 Pp oo 4 Lg 2 " 1 5 La 13 * 4 ® =—T = af 2 14 r yung - 
: *, 4 * [ = ” en * 9 8 1 * G \ 


- N — 
" 1 * 
r 


1 


entering into engagements with the chief Prie 
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Ea not abet it ever wohil: be. . hey give | 
over-all hopes and thoughts of it; and far from 


their whole concern was to keep themſelves 
concealed from them. T his is a well known 
caſe, and I will not trouble you with particular 
authorities to prove this truth. Can any man 
now in his right ſenſes, think chat the Diſciples, - 
under theſe circumſtances, entered i into this cove- 
nant with the Jews? I believe the Gentleman 
does not think 1 it, and for that reaſon ſays, that 
, feals fo uſed import a covenant without a ſpecial 
agreement. Be it ſo; and it muſt then be al- 
lowed, that the Apoſtles were no more con- 
cerned in theſe ſeals, than every other man in 
the country, and no more anſwerable for them; 
for the covenant reached to every body as well 
as to them, ſince ber were under no N 
Lontrakt. N STE] . 


But 1 beg parden for kth your ne un⸗ 
neceſſuily ; ; When the ſimple, plain account of : 


this matter, will beſt anſwer all theſe Jealouſies 
and ſuſpicions. - The Fews, it is Plain, were 
exceedingly ſolicitous' about this event. For 


this reaſon they obtained a guard from Pilate ; 
aud when ge had, they were ſtill ſuſpicious 
A „„ "it: 
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nt mw 50 b 5 ile it in a 
le dicaſe' 74 oats a prince ſhould ſeta guard 
the door of his 4: and the the officer 
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a to the ſoldiers, you ſhall be ner for 

br a if I find it broken: would: not all the 
+ underſtand the Teal to be fixed to guard 8 : 

f qi the ſoldiers,” who might, though em- . 

ployed to keep off others, be ready enough to 

3 pilſer themſelves? This is in all ſuch caſes but 

3 4 neceſſary care; you may place guards, and 

4 when you do, all is in their er 3 Aue * 

4 . ate ipfos 1 

But it ſeems, that nei all ths 

= care; the ſeals were broken, and the body gone: 

_ ow. ovenplain' of — Sir, demand nee 

* e had | no more to in i. 
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 aſleepy(and hat teln Diſciples in FD: mean time 
ſtole away the body. 'T wiſh the guards. were 


In Court, I would aſk them, how they came to : 


7 be fo punctual in relating what happened when 5 


they were aſleep; ; what induced them to. believe 
mat the body was ſtolen at all; what, that it 


was ſtolen by the Diſciples; fince by their own 


eonfe ſfion they were afleep, and faw nothing, 
ſaw no body. But ſince they are not to be had, 
I would deſire to aſk the Gentleman the Ge 
S and whether he has any authorities 


in point, to ſhew' that ever any man was ad- 
mitted as an evidence in any Court, to prove a 
fact which happened when he was aſleep. I fee- 
the Gentleman s r 5 Twill "NOM. che mat⸗ 
ter no further 

As this ſtory Wag no a to ane . 


fo neither has it any probability. The Geantle- | 
man has given you eee, of the Diſciples, 


that they were. weak; ignorant men, full of the 
Popular f ejudires ant! ſuperſtitions of their 
country: Which ſtuck” cleſe to them, notwirk- 
= Winds their Jong acquaintance with their 
laſter. The & poſtles are not much wronged 
in this account. And is it likely that ſuch men 
mould engage in fo deſperate a delign as to 
84 ? - ſteal 


- x 8 
* * . 


+ 


gen away the W in, . to the com- 
could tempt them to it? What good could the 
: them any, What hope had they to ſucceed. in 


their attempt? A dead body is not to be re- 
6 moved, by. fleight of hand; it requires many 


the mouth of the ſepulchre was to be removed; 


walking on tip- toes to prevent diſcovery; 1 
that. if the. guards had really been aſleep, yet 


2 awaken ESD. oli” 


attempt was ſuch as th 
with their own. notions could not undertake. 
„The Gentleman ſays, they continued all their 


bined power of the Jews and Romans? What 


dead body do them! ? or if it could have done 


i bands to move ĩt. Beſides, the, great ſtone at 


Which could not be done ſilently, or by men 


F there was no encouragement to go on this enter- 
prize. For it is hardly poſſible to ſuppoſe, but 
that rolling away the ſtone, moving the body, 
the hurry and confuſion i in carrying. it of, « muſt 


But. ſuppoſing the 3 able. yet. the 
e: Diſeiples conſiſtently 


-. Maſter's life - time to expect to ſee him a temporal 
x Princes and- a friend of the Gentleman's has 
| ar: is Seen true, a W had g 
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4 pane G becken after his Kea. Conſider 
now their caſe- Their Maſter was Wen andꝰ 
they are to contrive to ſteal away his body. 
For what? Did they expect to make a King: - 
of the dead body, if they could get it into their 
their power? Or did they think, if they had 
it, they could raiſe it to life again? If they- 
_ truſted ſo far to their Maſter's Prediction, as to 1 
expect his Reſurrection, (which I think is evis 
dent they did not) could they yet think the 
Reſurrection depended on their having the dead 
body? It is in all views abſurd. But the 
Gentleman ſuppoſes, that they meant to carrx 
on the deſign for themſelves in their Maſter's: 3 
name, if they could but have perſuaded the 
people to believe him riſen from the dead. But 
he does not conſider, that by this ſuppoſition he 
due the Diſciples of every part of cheir cha- 
racter at once, and preſents to us a new ſet of - 
men in every reſpect different from the formers» 

The former Diſciples were may were men; 
but theſe are bold, hardy, cunning, and con- 
triving. The former were full of 45 ſuperſti- 
tion of their country, and expected a Princo 
5 from the ny of their 1 bur theſe. i 


par Mn wk: * ſuppoliions, 
and ſes har true the evidence in this caſe 


reer 0 God! An Angel of the Lord opened St 
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n broken, bel 


Yeman thinks char the fea put i God ks cove- 
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n ee bebte e 
performing this great work 
 thinkv/the guards were placed to maintai 
ſeal, in 6ppoſition to the power of God?) e | 
will maintain neither of theſe points, then the 
opening of the ſeals, notwithſtanding the guard 8 
{et upon them, will be an evidence, not of the 
fraud; but of the power of the RefurreQion ;. 
and the guards will have n thing to anſwer for, 
but only this, that they were not ſtronget than 
God. The ſeal was a proper check upon the 
guards; the Jews had no other meaning in it; 
they could not be ſo ſtupid, as to imagine that 
they could by this contrivance diſappoint the: 
deſigns of Providence. And it is ſurpriſing to 
hear theſe circumſtances made uſe of to prove 
the Reſurrection to be a fraud, which yet could 
not but be Weben id Reſurrection t to 
e true. 

Bur there is Another cfreunnſtance- fel which Fr 
the Gentleman reckons very material, and upon 
Which, I find, great ſtreſs is laid. The Reſur- 
fee happened, ve are told; a' day ſooner 

than the prediction imported. The reaſon al 
Se for it is, that the execution of the plot at 


ow E tint: appointed, was rendered en 
9 06 e - becauſe 


* 


2 
* 
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7 nere 


| FR ſuppoſition upon which the reafoning ſtands. 

The Gentleman has all along ſuppoſed the Re- 
ſurrection to have been managed by fraud, and 
not by violence; and indeed violence, if there 


been inſignificant. - Beating the guards, and re- 
moving the dead body by force, would have 


deſtroyed all pretences to a Reſurrection. Now | 


ſurely the guards, ſuppoſing them not to be 
enaugh in number to withſtand all violence, 


_ were at leaſt ſufficient to pre vent, or to diſcover 
fraud. What occaſion then to haſten the plot 


for fear of numbers meeting at the tomb, ſince | 
there were numbers always preſent ſufficient to 


diſcover any fraud; te only method that could 
be uſed in the caſe ? . 1 


uppoſe then — we could not give. a 6 
aer account of the way of reckoning the 


time from the Crucifixion to the Reſurrection; 


bo 17 85 chis * ee _ the Reſurrection hap- 


pened 


becauſe obably great 

r were weren jy viſt | 

4 lchre at that time; and therefore the 
ver n a ane of nn. 


This a 18 ee 8 N 8 


had been an opportunity of uſing it, would have 


N 


"a Avingthe time that the guards had: the 
ſepulchre in keeping; and it is impoſſible to 
imagine what opportunity this could give to 


5 3 fraud. Had the time been delayed, the . 


| removed, and then a Reſurrection pretended, it 
might with ſome colour of reaſon have been 
ſaid, Why did he not come within his time? 


Why did he chuſe to come after his time, when 


all witneſſes, who had patiently expected the 
A appointed hour, were withdrawn? But 


what is to be objectedꝰ You think he came 


too ſoon. But were not your guards at the 
door when  he- came? Did they not ſee what 
happened? And what other ſatisfaction could 
' you have had, ee he had come a 4 


ae 


By ſaying of this, 1 90 not mean to e 
bs: Gentleman's objection, which is founded 


upon a miſtake of a way of ſpeaking, common 
to the Jews and other people; who, when they 


name any number of days and years, include 
the firſt and the laſt of the days or years to make 
up the ſum. Chriſt, alluding to his own Reſur- 
rection, ſays, in three days I will raiſe it up. 
The Angels report his prediction thus, The. ſon 
n man 1 be nn and the third day riſe 
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 blood'on Samrdiy, and the third day he died 


thing ten _—_ rege or 0 
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is a; vet wel These oY 

Mons are ec uivalent to each other, for We 
reck on the night into the day, vhen-we 
by ſo many days. If you agree to do a 
ulate wing! "forbears | 


ny rr are who POE * That he 
Preſſion, e three days, means incluſive days, 
otius' on Matt. xxvii. 63. and 
=_ 10 prediction therefore was, that 
it ede Wir" day.” 1 Kev Was. 
. grave all 9 . roſe N on Aa F 
morning. But the Gentleman thinks he ought | 
not to have riſen till Monday. Pray try what © 
be ule of common language requires to be u- 
derſtood in alike cafe. Suppoſe you were told, 
that your friend fieketed: on Friday, was let 


— a nnoga ung Ag © 09. 4 
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what day would you think he died on? H you 
have any doubt about it, put the queſtion to 
* firft plain man 8 meet, and he will reſolve. : SY 


8 te T „„ 
ſo they practiſed in one of the higheſt paint ! 
of their law. Every male child was to be cir- 
cumciſed on the eighth day. How did theß 
reckon the days? Why, the day of the birth 
Was one, and the day of the circumciſion ano- 
ther; and though a child wWas born towards che 
ery end of the firſt day, he was capable of cir- 
umciſion.on any time of the eighth day. And. 
there de/4 is not new nor ſtrange, that char 7 
third day, in our caſe, ſhould e wet Knef into 
the number, though Chriſt roſe; at the very be- 
ginning of it. It is more ſtrange o reckon: 
whole years in this manner; and yet this is the | 
conſtant method obſeryed in Prolemy's Canon, 
the moſt valuable piece of ancient chron. es 
next to the Bible, now extant. If a king Hood _ 
over the Firſt day of a year, and died the week 
. after, that whole year is reckoned to his reign; 1; | 
I have now: gone wee reer objec= ; 
tions upon this head; what 3 
in this age, I know not; 1 it is plain n. . 
had no credit when they were firſt ſpread abroad; 
nay it is evident that the very perſons- hid E 
abroad this ſtory of the body being ſtolen; did 
not believe it themſelves. And not to inſiſt 
n W the * dal, which was, ahat the 
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TEE to tell this lie % the a 


. —x—x 'thir they were con- | 
us Wr r e ſtory was falſe. Not long aſter . 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt, the Diſciples having Ut 


8 _ 0 — ved new power from above, appeared pub- 


ks the Reſurrection of Chriſt, even before 


i 


_ thoſe who had murdered him. What now do 


th 

| © 

in Jeruſalem," and in the very Temple, and ba 
q. 

fo 


the chief Prieſts do? They ſeize upon the 
poſtles they wen them, they beat them, || © 
y ſcourge them, and all to ſtop their mouths, 182 
ing that they ſhould ſay no more of the a 
ter.” But why did they not, when they had f. 
heir power, charge them di- | ® 
at eee = _ 


ct 
| paſtors? « This hai: hen 3 more to their *C 


Purpoſe, than all their menaces and ill uſage, 
and would more effectually hav undeceived the t 
people. But of this not one word is ſaid. Theß t 
try to murder them, enter into com binations to 
* 
I 


aſſaſſinate them, prevail with Herod to put one 


o chem to death; but not ſo much as 2 charge 
_ - againſt them of any fraud in the Reſurrection. N 
Their orator Tn, RO could not have 


tho L 6s. x 1 
m ſſed fo fine 4 topic of e hips there 

been. but a ſuſpicion to ſupport i it, is quite ſilent = 
on this head, and is content to flouriſh on the _ 
 conimon-place of ſedition and hereſy, profaning = 
the Temple, and the like; very triſſes to his 
cauſe, in compariſon to the other accuſation, 7 
had there been any ground to make uſe of it. 
And yet as it happens, we are ſure, the very ,. 
queſtion. of the Reſurrection came under debate; 1 
for Feſtus tells King Agrippa, that the Jews had 
certain queſtions againſt Paul, of one Fe efus which 
was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive. After 2 
this, Agrippa hears Paul himſelf; and had he 
ſuſpected, much leſs had he been convinced 
that there was a cheat in the Re ſurrection, he 
would hardly have ſaid to Paul at the end of the ; 


. conference, almoſt thou v perſuade me to * a 


* Chrifian. ec 88h 8 


But let us ſee what the Countil a” Senate of ; 
the children of Tfrael thought of this matter, in 
the moſt ſolemn and ſerious deliberation they 
ever had about it. * Not long after the Reſur- 

rection, the Apoſtles were taken; the high | 
Prieſt * * 1 matter ol that weight, that 
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: chil ren _ 2 8 | r Apoſtles are brought 
before them, and ic their defence. Part of 
ir Wan is in theſe words; Ie God of our 


5 Ae een the ſenate, and in the war 


m all. But Gamaliel, one of the 


l hiſtory e 3 n 
W and ooncluded with Wes to che caſe 


God,” ye cunnot overthrow it, left haply ye be found 
in gh | againſt God. The Council agreed to 


Apoſtles were diſcharged. I aſk now, and 


by the whole Senate have allowed this Sd had 
they hues he diſcovery of the cheat? Was 


Couneil and Senate of the 


3 fathersied up Je Feſus, whom Je" few and banged 
The defence was indeed a heavy 


th of 
their anger, their firſt reſolution was to ſlay 


hen | Council, I 
7. 10 p ; and told 1 chat the matter _ 7 


* Nn, in wil ee ner de n $9 


this advice, and after ſome ill treatment, the 
let 
any man of common ſenſe anſwer; could Gama- | 
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there. not among them one man 10 enough o 
fay, how can you ſuppoſe God to have 'any 
thing to do in this affair, when the Reſurrection 
of Jeſus, upon which all depends, was a noto--— 
rious cheat, and manifeſtly proved to be ſa? ._ 
I ſhould but leſſen the weight of this authority 
by faying more, and therefore I will reſt here, 
and give way to the (canon to 89 on vun 
his accuſation. 4” 
Mr. My Lord, nn 1 ee any _ 
8 I beg leave to ſay a few words in reply 
to what the Gentleman has offered on this 
head. The Gentleman thinks that the detection 
in the caſe of Lazarus ought to have made the 
Jets quite unconcerned in the eaſe of Jeſus, 
and ſecure as to the event of his ow: -Reſurrece 
tion. He ſays very true, ſuppoſing their care 
: had been for themſelves; but governors: have 
another care upon their hands, the care of their 
85 N and it is not enough for them to guard 
unſt being impoſed on themſelves, they muſt 
be watchful to guard the multitude againſt frauds 
and deceits. The chief Prieſts were ſatisfied in- 
deed of the fraud in the. caſe of Lazarus, yet 
they ſaw the people deceived by it; and for this 
e and not nn their own mn they 
* 5 
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3209 
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viel the caution-in the caſe' of the Refurr 


which 1 before laid before you. In fo 
| | ; : 3 they. are well juſtified; and the incon- 
© fiſtency charged on the other fide, between their 


| * Opinion of Jeſus, and their fear of being- im 
poſed on g ener e e is 7 


eee i 


a "ha ſepulchre. The Gentleman thinks the ſeal 
was uſed as a che 


They were not Diſciples of Jeſus ; they were 


ſervants of the Roman Governor, and em ployed 


| in che ſervice of the Fews : and I leave it to the 


5 But if- ſeals were really uſed againſt the 
guards, then the breaking of the ſeals is a proof 
were corrupted : and if fo, i i is 


eaſy tc — hour the body was removed. 
As to the Diſciples, the Gentleman oblebves; 


book the Reſurrettion ſuppoſes an unaccountable 
ange in their character. It will not be long 


2 1. , 
* ny Mg «© . Fr 


| The next besen Wü to the” ſeal of | 


25 upon the Roman ſoldiers. 
But what reaſon had the Jews to ſuſpect them? 


to judge, whether the Fews ſet the ſeal 5 
ns their friends, 'or their enemies. 


| the he part allotted them in the management 


ö befofe _— Gentleman will have ory owns hed as 


weak - 


5 7 65 Y- 1 
weak. men you will find ſoon- khan: in con- N 
verting the world, and ſent to appear -before 
Kings.and Princes in the name of their Maſter; 
ſoon you will ſee them grow wiſe and powerful, 
and every way qualified for their extenſive and 


important buſineſs. The only difference be- 1 


tween me and the Gentleman on the other ſide 
will be found to be this, that I date this change 
2a little earlier than he does, a ſmall matter 
ſurely, to. determine the right of this - contro- | 


The laſt . he to King i 
com plaiſance to Paul, and Gamaliel's advice. 
I cannot anſwer for Agrippa's meaning, but cer- 
tainly he meant but little; and if this matter is 
to be tried by his opinion, we know that he ; 
never did turn Chriſtian. As for Gamaliel, it 
1s: probable that he ſaw great. numbers of the 
people engaged zealouſly | in favour, of che 
Apoſtles, and might think it prudent to paſs the 
matter over in ſilence, and not to come to ex- 
tremities. This is a common caſe in all go- 
vernments; the multitude and their leaders often 
eſcape puniſhment, not becauſe they do not de- 
ſerve it, but becauſe it is not, in ſome circum- 
| Kances, nm ee 8 8 80 80 6 © OY 
5 Il pass 
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"Ppali over: .theſ> things deten, bebauſe- he 
xt "article dee we great, to us indeed, 
0 ance, baue Ur re 
on, it is Bodi to us, lk, the 
de Has been conveyed: to us upon ſuch evi- 
dence as is ſufficient to ſupport the weight laid 


you which the. Sr it of the Reurree 
don ſtands. Before T'enquire into the qualifica 
- - ions of the particular witneſſes whoſe words we 
are deſired to take in this caſe; I wou J afk, 
why" this pico pg —— derer ene we to 


des of Cheiſt are ſaid to be done in the ſtreets, 

nay even the Temple, under the obſervation of 

A the world; but the like is not ſo much as 

—— to this ; nay, we have it upon the 

confeſſion ol Peter, the ringleader of the Apoſ- 
Ch pear d-n01"10'all: the "People, 

| hab a. ont ben before of God ®, 
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pickingand calling 4 wimeſſesn his TOR more 


than in any other? Does it not import ſome 
Arien raiſe ſome jealouſy, that _ [caſe 
would not bear the public light? det 944k 
I weuld, aſk! more ene e a did not 
Jeſus: after his Re furrection appear openly to 
the chief Prieſts and Rulers of the Jews? Since - 
| his commiſſion: related to them in an eſpecii 
manner, why were not his credentials laid WE - 


dem? The Neſurrection is acknowledged to 
the chief proof of his miſſion, why then was 


it concealed from thoſe who were more than all 
others concerned in the event of his miſſion? 
Suppoſe an ambaſſador from ſome foreign Prince 
ſhould come into England; make his public en- 
try chrough the city, pay and receive viſits, and 

at laſt refuſe to ſhew any letters of credenee; or 


to wait on the King, what would you think of 


him? Whatever you would think: in that caſe, 


— 


you muſt think Were for e is no 8 15 


between tlemm. 


cen witr 
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But we muſt take hs: iid as it 183 it 5 

ight proper in this caſe, to have ſelect; 
ſſes ; and we muſt now conſider who - 
they were; and what eee we rag o 0 | 
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0 ey been ke men 464 "lie HY 
Vent early to the ſepulchre. ” f they appeared 

ke men, upon what ground are we. to take 
_ them for Angels? The women faw men, and 
therefore they can witneſs only to the ſeeing of 
mien: but I fuppoſe it is the wom. 
2, and not their evidence that we are. to follow in 
tis caſe. Here then we have à f ſtory. of one 
apparition to ſupport the credit of 


1en's judgment, 


rition; CES eee . not ſo much 


> 
. 
| the El 


＋ 1 re e are W women — ane: : 


CT the fears of ſuperſtition ef poor ſilly wo- 


exceptionable witneſſes; and fit to he admit 


into the number of the choſen witneſſes to atteſt 


this fact. One part of the account given of 
is very n that _ were eee 


another appa- 


rd themſelves | 


men therefore ein. this caſe muſt needs be un- 
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irt to judge, how | 


to your Lordſhip and the Cor 


Aſter this, Jrido's appears t. to two gy his Diſci | 


. ples as they were upon a journey; he joins 
them, and introduces a diſcourſe about himſelf; |} 
and "ſpent much time, till it began to grow! | 
dark; in expounding the prophecies relating to 
the Death and Reſurrection of the Meſſias. All. 
this while the Diſciples knew him not. dan | 


en going into an houſe to lodge. together, at 


_ ſupper he broke bread; and gave it to e ge 
immediately they knew him, | immediately he 
vaniſhed. Here then are two witneſſes more: 

but what will you call them? Eye - witneſſes ? 


hy their eyes were open, and they had their | 


| ſenſes, when he reaſoned with them and they 
knew him not. So far therefore they are wits! 
neſſes that it was not he. Tell us therefore 


upon what account you reject: the evidence of 


A their ſenſe before the breaking of the breadj” © 


vaniſh/as- oom-as- known ;\ which has more of 


e air of an apparition, than of * ee 
| of areal man reſtored e e i, 
290.1. -* . cafe, 
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* Wwhatha paſſed to them: No ſooner was the ſtory 
201d, bur Jeſus appears among them. They 


= wo all frightened-and:confounded, and thought 


ectre. He rebukes them for in- 


J e >| 8 _ {rae in» wy ee v ne 


eee Leng to 1 pom ütted;) 
yer now he invites the Apoſtles to handle him, 
to examine his hands and feet, and ſearch, he 
© wounds of the croſs. . But what body was it 
they examined? The ſame that came in 
when the doors were ſhut; the fame. that va- 
niſned from the two I iſciples ;, the fame. that 
the women might not touch: in a word, a body 
2 ent ow a/ buman body, which we 
througl walls, or appear or 
Aare; at eee What then could their 
hands or eyes inſorm them of in this caſe? 
N er ns it credible that God ſhould raiſe a 
fectly, with the” e wounds f in it 

of which: it died? Or if the wounds 


Done I Pe orgs AA ©” -- -.” 


; There 


a 


Aw jp along to dee ehe of 


feliy, od their ſlowneſs i in beliexing the pro: 2 


= s deftroyed the body belly een na * 


. ft 75 by | 
5 There are m appearances of Felix: Ted 
edited; but ſo much of the ſathi kind, fo" la- 
ble to the ſame difficulties and objections, chat | 
I Will not trouble your Lordſhip and the Court 
with a diſtinct enumeration of them. IF cle 
Gentleman on the other ſide finds any ad vag 
tage in any of them more than in theſe mien 
tioned, 1 ſhall have an r en e to) conſidder 15 
them in my reply? eee eee 
It may ſeem furprifing to you, -pultapgy that 
a. matter of this moment was truſted upon ſuck? 
ridence as this: but it will be ſtill more fur® 


prifing to conſider that the ſeveral nations who” = 


received the Goſpel, and ſubmitted to the faith f 
of this article, had not even this evidence: för 
what people or nation had the evidence bf *the® 
Angels, the women, or even of all the Apdftles 8 

_ So far from it, that every country had its ſingle 
Apoſtle, and received the faith upon the Hee f 
of his ſingle evidence. We have followed our 
| anceſtors without enquiry 3 and if you examine 
the thing to the bottom, our belief was ori 
 ginally built upon the word of one man, 
I hall trouble you, Sir, but with one obfer* 
8 vation more, which is this: that althongh f in 
Amon X in a thouſand inſtances upon 


common life We 
. | „„ : gh | the 


L h . Gent 8 IS yet 


before us. In common affairs, where nothing is 
_ aſſerted but what is probable, and 

20ranmyg to the uſual 5 arcaſonable | 
degree of evidence ought to determine every man. 
For- the very probability, or poſſibility of the 
thing; is a ſupport to the evidence; and in fuch 


lify him to be a witneſs. But when the thing 
teſtified is contrary t the order of nature, and, 
at firſt ſight at leaſt, e what evidence 


: ds of nature, which ſhe gives us in the con- 
ſtant and regular method of her operations? If 
a man tells me he has been in France, I ought to 
| give-a reaſon for not believing him; but if he 
tells me he comes from the grave, what reaſon 
can he give why I ſhould believe him? In 
the caſe before us, ſince the body raiſed from 


the grave differed from common natural bodies, 
as we have before ſeen; how can I be aſſured 
that the Apoſtles- ſenſes qualified them to judge 5 
at all of this body, whether it was the ſame, or 


not the ſame which was buried? They handled 


" "he Hoop, which yet could ous through doors 


* # 


© % 4 * i Fa # and 
we 5 # q « : 
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2 doing is not the ſame in the caſe 
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caſes we have no doubt but a man's ſenſes qua- 


can be ſufficient to overturn the conſtant evi- 


2 


E 7 
TS nts; « they ſaw it, and cabs PRE: 
it, at other times knew it not. In a word, it 
| ſeems to be a caſe exempt from human evidenee. 

Men have limited ſenſes, and a limited reafon * 
when they act within their limits, We may give 
credit to them; but when they talk of things 
removed beyond the reach of their ſenſes and 
reaſon, . nn . our om e we believe 
| theirs. | > TRIER 
„Mr. B. My Loi; in eb Ne abi 

* under this head, I ſhall find myſelf obliged 
to change the order in which the Gentleman 
thought proper to place them. He began wit 

complaining, that Chriſt did not appear pub- 
lichy to the Jews after his Re ſurrection, and 
eſpecially to the chief Prieſts and Rulers; and 
ſeemed to argue, as if ſuch evidence would have : 
put the matter in queſtion out of all doubt; 

but he concluded with an obſervation, to prove 
that no evidence in this caſe can be ſufficient; 
chat a Reſurrection ĩs a thing i in nature impoſſi- 
2 at leaſt impoſlible to be proved to the ſatis- 
faction of a rational enquirer. If this be th 
caſe, why does he require more evidence, ſince 
none can be ſufficient? Or to what purpoſe is 


it to vindicate the particular evidence of the 
A . N „ Reſur- 


6 ; 
dena neceſſit 
N ü . 5. 


* of Chrilt's Refurre&ion. 


of others; but he thinks this ſhould be confined 
to ſuch caſes, where the thing teſtified is pro- 


naue. The Gentleman does not, I ſuppoſe, 


bilicies,' much leſs will he ſuppoſe them to be 


r 
; ſpute : for mere impoſſibilities which can ne- 
3 1 never abe — . 


4 8 
| don in this: wg hs en Yn 
————— ut ir 


Re on of lon as this general 
* prejudice, that a Reſurrection is incapable of 
being proved, remains unremoved? I am un- 
# therefore to conſider. this obſer- 

rit pl ce, that ĩt may not lie as a 
ve to offer in _ 


The Gentleman allows it to be reaſonable in | 
many caſes to act upon the teſtimony and credit 


able, poſſible, and according to the uſual conrſerof - 
retend to know the extent of al natural poſſi- . 
ee kann. and therefore _ ning 
"Taking: he 


7 y.ofo others ought 


geptions. o nce: a a man ha lives in a 


warm JO Po never: a ice, ought upon 
no evidence to believe chat rivers freeze: and 4 
gro hard in cold countries; for this is impro- 
bable, contrary to the uſual courſe/of nature: 
and: impoſſible according to his notion of things. 
And yet wWe all know that this is a plain manifeſt 
' Eaſe} diſcernible by the ſenſes of men} 6f which 
therefore they are qualified to be good witneſſes. 
An hundred fuch inſtances might be named, 
but it is needlefs; for ſurely nothing is more 
| apparenely abſutd, than to make one mats 
_ ability in diſcerning, and his veracity in report- 
ing plain facts, depend upon the ſkill' or igno- 
4 rance 'of the hearer. And what has the Gentle 
man aid; "upon-this' vecafion, againſt the Re- 
ſurre ocz more than any man, who never u 
ice, might ſay dgainit an hundred honeſt wWit- 
wels, who Are chat water tums to ice in cold 1 
1 elimates? ee lil 4mh 3011-06 dog cis | 
is very true, dut men gh; not 15 ace. 
Neve upon teſtimony of others, things\whicl to 
them ſeem improbabie or impoôſſible; bitte 
feaſorl i not, becati(the thing itſelf admits of 
0 eigne, but becauſe the hearer's precon 
Lelved a opinion N the 'credit*oF the- 
1 . 1 ici 00 be ca 


in queſtion. For it · is natural So 
noe te. rell down hill, -it-ix-unnatural-for it to 
roll up kill; but a ſtone moving up hill is as 
much the object of ſenſe as a ſtone moving 
down hill; and all men in their ſenſes are as 


capable of ſeeing and judging, and reporting 
the fact i in one caſe, as in the other. Should 
2 man then tell you, that he ſaw a ſtone, go 
up hill of its own accord, you might. queſtion 
his veracity, but you could not ſay the thing 
admitted no evidence, becauſe it was contrary 
to the law and uſual courſe of nature: for the 
law of nature formed to yourſelf from your-own 


experience and reaſoning, is quite independent 
of the matter of fact Which the man teſtifies ; 


admit the facts, becauſe. you. believe, yourklf; 
. when you do not-admit like facts upon the evi- 
dence of others, it is becauſe you do not believe 
hem, and not becauſe the facts in their _— 3 ; 
Ire exclud all evidence. eic en owt: cool | 1 
en de he; was. = 
W _ come from the 1 you would be apt to 
A uſpedt'his evidence. B But what would vou eco | 
ha n. mas ngt ave, wh n you heard 


2 * # 6 5 4 2 2 


REEL 


Hin; thaw: dds file” him, and aa wide 1 
him? Tou could not ſuſpect this, withour 
giving up all your ſenſes, and acting in this 
eaſe as you act in no other Here then you {| 
would queſtion, whether the man had ever beew 
dead. But would you ſay, that it is incapable* nn 
of being made plain by human teſtimony, that 
this or that man died a year ago? I cannot be : 
_ faid. | Evidence in this e is dmitted in alÞ . 
Courts perpetually. bait ee oft 
Conſider it the vide + way: e you 
= a man publicly executed, his body» aſter- 
wards wounded by the executioner, and carriech 
and laid in the grave; ther after this vou hot 
be told; that the man was come to life again : 3 
what would you ſuſpedt 1 in this caſe * Not chat 
the man had never been dead; for.that you fawi 
_ yourſelf: but you would: ſuſpect whether he s 8 
now alive. But would you ſay, this caſe ex- 
cluded' all human teſtimony; and that men 
could not poſſibly diſcern, whether one will 
whom they converſed familiarly, was alive Gr 
no? . Upon; what ground could you hay? his 2. 
A man riſing from the grave is an object of ſenſe, 
and can give the ſame evidenct of kis bende 
alive, as any other man in the world can. give.) . 


n conſidered only as a fac 
aroved. by evic -nce; is a plain caſe it 
8 NO 8 ability in neee 208 
be able to:diſtinguiſh- betwe 5 
dead; and a men alive,: a point, in Aich 1 
; tee veg man my thinks himſelf a os” $5 
| nature, require more een give ther 
trechit t dan ordinary caſes do. Vou may there- 
bote require more Evidence, in cheſe, dan an 
dence, when eee in 
if eee Pl wor 


"ith "a appear to * en, to inn courſe 
of Nature. But I defire him to conſider what 
the courſe of Nature is. very: man, from.the 
loweſt countryman to the higheſt philoſopher, 
= mes to himſelf from his experience. and ob- 

 feryation a notion of the courſe of Nature; and 
s ready to ſay of every thing reported of him 
that contradicts his experience, that it is con- 
traty to Nature. But will the Gentleman fay 
that , _"* is e or eyen impro— 
— . "9 


Pthi 
must ay her ae Sh neve 
a abſolutely” inconſiſtent” With the notion *which 
men have of the courſe of N: 


in 


4 really talk of their own prejudices and imagi 
| tions, and that ſenſe and reaſon are not ſo much 


concerned in the caſe as the Gentleman ĩma- 
gines. For I afk, is it from the evidence of 
| ſenſe, or "the. evidence' of reaſon," that people of 
warm dimartes think it contrary to Nature, that 

water ſhould grow ſolid and become ice? A8 


for ſenſe, they ſee indeed that water with them 


is always liquid, but none of their ſenſes tell 
them that it can never grow folid; 4s for reaſon 5 


it can never ſo inform them, for right reaſon 


can never contradict the truth of things. Our 4 


| ok le to dente of kt courſe” of Natit | 5 
eve moe bor 4 "4 ; 


ture, who live in” 5 
the warm climates. And hence it appears, that IF 
when men talk *6f the courſe” of Nature, they | 


a” 


ſenſes then inform us rightly what the uſual 
courſe of things is; but when we conclude that 


chings cannot be otherviſe, we” outrun the in- 
formation of our ſenſes, and the concluſion 


ſtands upon prejudice, and not upon reaſon. 


An | ON ſuch concluſions form what'is generally 


7 } FR . 
8 es 6 n | Ga | 
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8 wo —_ —- —_ 
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— —e due, 
in truth, * _ e own miſtakes ang n 8 


Jjudices. n 
A „ us. . . 


e great difficulty. ariſes from the like : 


prejudice : we all know bk Oe that- all 


men die, and riſe no more. Therefore we 


 wonclade, that for a dead, man to riſe to life 


* it is e to — — 
cCourſe of things. But if we argue from hence, 
that ir is contrary and repugnant to the real laws 
of Nature, and abſolutely impoſſible on that ac- 


count, we-argue without any foundation to ſup- 
port us either from aur ſenſes or our reaſon. 
Me cannot learn from our eyes, or feeling, or 
any other ſenſe, that it is impoſſible for a dead 


ſon; and yet. what one maxim 


F 


y 8 not, as, che eee wy 


Pa hay: to live again; if we learn it at all, it muſt 
8 of 1" Ae is contradicted by the ſuppoſition, of a 
Reſurrection? For my own part, when I con- 
os Ker. mm I live; chat all the animal motions 
gd © 25 0 neceffary | 


= _—_ my 1 nic 


| ſervation of my lift, in (every; moment. Of it, is 
en 7 annere ee. 


91 
. to a an e, of -1 


rio are + perormed 


laws pr motions ene bus think bak he pres 


5 ts a Seing at dhe ee 


can reſtore life to a dead body. For ſurely 


it is not a greater thing to 2 100. to a 


ody 1 a Mich NEXEL 
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e ee jr ing cd Fett laid 5 


| you with regard to the nature of . Chriſt's. body 


after the Refurrection. He has produced ſome 
paſſages which, he thinks, imply, that the body 
was not a real natural body, but a mere phan- 


v, or 33 8 . thence concludes, that 
there 


# p | 


exe 


d that he 4 eff ane 
e en e Peers annex 11 1h 
W F Hirt to Beil Je I. nöd E 
16" gfve'thi is'acb6ting; "ould mean 
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bad any ſuch cage, Except. only upon N 
no emp hit! and befbre they had 
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Gentle. 

0 bs a Wee 
dy was hot real. TO 
enden k wg ih before 
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If by chen — cas che wigkt 
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1 their e yes and bead 8 | 


I bar whe Diving en dom den. 4. ig⸗ 
Lis The firſt paſſage relates to Mary Mz 
who, the firſt time the: ſaw hal * 
ing to enbrace his feet as the euſtom of tlie 
country was: Chriſt ſays tc r — 
fo Jam wot. yet aſcended 4% my Father; but gd to - 
. — and tell e en eee, 
not Ad a one as would bear the tonal ee 
how does he infer this? rom theſe words, 
en me not? It cannot os Gol thouſands ſay: 
2 we ery 9 dayy/ — the leaſt:ſuſpiciow 


touc hes g The rene ended 

on thoſe other: OTA For I am not yet aſcended 
to ny Father: what have theſe words t 
with the — of ya body? It might be real 
or not real, for any thing that is | here; ſaidy 
There is a difficulty in theſe words, and it ma 
de hard to give the true ſenſe of them but 
there is no difficulty in ſeeing that they have no 
relation to the nature of Chriſt's — of - 
his e a at een Dan nati ral ſenſe of 
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"AIC 2 718. eue his be an na aid (hold 


ce Other tur ities of On ge for * 
eee = to my Binhee'y loſe no time then, 
n go quickly with my meſſage to my 


is ſufficient to my pay to ſnew — the 
words 1 en to en nature noel 


b dis Diſciples upon the . noe con- 


verſing with them Wühoet being known 3 
hem: it grew dark, they preſſed him to ſtay- 
chem that night; he went in with them, 
8 and bleffec it, and gave it them, 

3 him: . eee erde. de 


IT e * 


ande of difa penn ſhall be 
- conſidered under the next head, with other ob- 
| Ja of the like kind: at prefent I ſhall only 


a.” Se quire-. 


"Ii 0 1 am not concerned to — 


examine che other 188 * this ſtory, and en- 


Ade e ane wy Chrilt Was not a gue | 
one. Had this piece of hiſtory been related of 
any other perſon, I think no ſuch ſuſpicion 
could have ariſen: for what is there unnatural, 
or uncommon in this account? Two men 
meet an acquaintance whom they thought dead; 
they converſe with him for ſome time without 
ſuſpecting who he was; the very perſuaſion they - 
they were under that he was dead, contributed 
greatly to their not knowing him; beſides, he 7 ; 
appeared in an habit and form different nes” 
what he uſed when he .converſed with them; 
appeared to them on a journey. and walked 
with them ſide by ſide; in e duden no 
one of the company has a full vi 
Afterwards, when they were at . dena 
and „lab bronghs: in, they 8 ee 


. man ok wh: Ger Phang of eee 1 are; eye- 
vitneſſes? No; before ſupper they were eye- 
witneſſes, ſays the Gentleman, that the 2 
whom they ſaw was not Chriſt: and then he 
demands a. reaſon for our rejecting the evidence 
of their ſenſe when they did not th e 


and inſiſting on. ĩt when l did. u 
Trey, th fe 8 | 


themſelves and other bg ſie 

queſtions, 1 id to de led by the e 

their imagination out of the road of truth and 

_ Jeomimion ſenſe. © I beg leave to tell the Gentle 
| man a mort we and then to aſſe him 


* : Se 
ſee him there, nor he fe 


| cer At laſt che L 
eat . _— 10 


| — were to 
in à Court of - 2 ochät 
er brother at Paris; 1 would/aſle the 
endend, -whether he Would object to 


ell Ut her brother was not there, äs th 
ec nt dead of the Cburt, why hey 
e he evidence bf het fetiſes when ſhe did 
not know her 51 et ; and were e read to be- 
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„ for trek find of a ON 


cen and? lay that ſhe was 2 e- 
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wo "wee . ed es Ms 
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were holden) im 
| will fall under the next article. In which 


themſelves. In one place “ it is ſaid, $608- . 
niſbed out of their fight. Which tranſlation; is. 


being e, aud the an Haut, n Cal 


* -y 
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> ts it 91 J 5 
" wer it mhey: 158 did? When the queſtion is 3 


anſwered in this caſe, I deſire only to have the 
: benefit of it in the caſe now before you. But r 3 
you ſhall be of opinion that there was ſome. en- 


traordinary power uſed on this occaſion,” and | 
incline to think that the expreſſion, (their-eyes 
ports as much; then the AR 6 


We are to conſider Chriſt's vaniſhing out - of | | 


bete, his coming in and going out when the 


doors were ſhut; and ſuch like paſſages; Which, 
e fall under one nee ſo L Thall 
ene ro them together. 2254 «oft. 104 ; 
But it is neceſſary elt e to On pores the Apo- 
tles affirm diſtinctly in their accounts of theſe 
facts; for I think more has been ſaid ſor them. 
than ever they ſaid, or intended to ſay far 


corrected in the margin of our Bibles thus, he 
ceaſed to be ſeen of them... 4 the e at tri + 


' ortaipo.imere.o: 1 mul. i rr 


It is ſaid eee ee 3 dhe Diſciples.” 


1 . Luke xXivs gs he 15 rede: rare. 7. h 2 


and ed in de Wält of Men Hor he came 
is not ſaid: much leſs is it ſaid that he came 
th rough the door, or the key-hole ; and for any 
3 that is aid to the contrary, he might 


oor, though the Diſciples ſaw 
not that door — nor him, till he was im the 
Nun of them. But the Gentleman thinks theſe 


Paſſaf ; prove that the [Diſciples ſaw no real 
"body, but an apparition. I am afraid that the 
Sentleman after all his contempt of apparitions, 
aud the ſuperſtition on which they are founded, 
| is fallen into the ſnare himſelf, and is arguing 
= _ no better principles than the common 
notions which the vulgar have of apparitions. 
3 Why elſe does he imagine theſe paſſages to be 
Inconſiſtent with the reality of Chriſt's body? 
I there no way for a real body to diſappear? 
. Ju the experimens- n eee 
. , we inall all dii⸗ ar: if a man falls 
aſleep in che — all 1 diſappear to 
5 l his ſenſes are all locked up; and yet all 
- things about him continue to be real, and his 
ſenſes continue perfect. As ſhutting out all 
| rays of light would make all things diſappear ; 


+» foi intercepting the rays of light from any par- 


_ ticular b w would make that e Per- 


„ „„ 


happened according to the ordinar 


. 1 9 1 IE 
* ſomething Hs: this was the caſe; or per- 
haps ſomething elſe, of which we know nothing. - 
But be the caſe what it will, the Gentleman's * 
concluſion - is founded on no principle of true 


philoſophy : for it does not follow that a body 
is not real, becauſe I loſe fight” of it ſuddenly; : 


T- ſhall be told, perhaps, that this way of ac- 


counting for the paſſages, is as wonderful, and 
as much out of the common courſe of things, as 
the other. Perhaps it is ſo; and what then * 


Surely the Gentleman does not expect, that in 


der to prove the reality of the greateſt Wende 


that ever was, I ſhould ſhew that there th ; 


7 e « 
things? My only concern is to ſhew, that 


theſe paſſages do not infer that the body of 
Chriſt after the Reſurrection was no real body. 
I wonder the Gentleman did not carry his argu- 
ment a little further, and prove that Chriſt, be- 


fore his death, had no real body; for we read, 


that when the multitude would have thrown him 
down a precipice, he went through the midſt of. . 


them unſeen. Now nothing happened after his 


Reſurrection more unaccountable than this that 


happened before it; and if the argument be 


| | i 
5 | 99 


| never was ſuch a man as Jeſus in Abe oth. 

Perhaps the Gentleman may think this a lirtle 
1 to prove; and if he does, 1 1 * 
Will quit che argument in one caſe, as oh as in 
_ the other; for difference there is none. 

4 —Wikieres' we have been called pon 0 to prove 
the reality of Chriſt's body, and that it was the 
fake after the Reſurrection that it was before; 
but the nent objection complains, that the body 
was tos much the ſame with that which was 

buried: "Tor" the eee x ere "hae it had 
hee ir died. His een is gro ö 
upon the words which Chriſt uſes to "fans, 
Neueb bither thy Anger, and bebold my hands, and 
reach bither thy band, and thruſt it into my de. 
Is it here affirmed that Thomas did actually put 
| his hand into his ſide, or ſo much as ſee his 
wounds freſh and bleeding? Nothing like it. 
But K's ſuppoſed em the words off Chriſt; 
it be und no wounds, he would MTs I. 
[ mar ö chem.” " Now the mean- 


4 Jets don d had to ae this N e wy 
| appeared. to his Diſciples; in the abſence of 
| Thomas, and ſhewn them his hands and ez 
which ſtill had the marks of his crucifixion: the 
Diſciples. report this to Thomas he thought the; 
ching impoſſible, and pred h 1 unbelief, as 
mon are apt to do when they are poſitive, in a 


very extravagant manner: you talk, ſays he, aki - -} 


the prints of the nails in his hands and feet; for 


my part, I will never believe this thing, except: - 


I fball fee. in Bis bands the print of the nails, and 
put my finger into the print of the nails, and thruſt. 
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my band into his ſide. Now in the firſt place, 
here is nothing ſaid of open wounds; Thomas 


talks only of putting his finger into the print, 
that is, the ſcar of the nails, and of thruſting; 
his hand into his ſide. And in common ſpeech, 
to thruſt an hand into any one's ſide, does not 
ſignify to thruſt it through the ſide into the 
bowels. Upon this interpretation of the words, | 
which is a plain and natural one, the Gentle⸗ 
man's objection is quite gone. But ſuppoſe 8 
Thomas. to mean what the Gentleman means; in 


that caſe the words of Chriſt are manifeſtly a ſe- ; 4 


vere reproach. to him for his infidelity: here, 


un eee . bands and en take 
the 
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his on conditions; Wach, to a man beginning 


to {ce his extravagance, is of all rebukes the 
e Such forms of ſpeech are uſed on 
many Noccaſions, and are never underſtood to 


import that the ching propoſed is proper, or 


to them as they were flying from the enemy, to 


come and hide themſelves once more, like 


children as they were, in their mothers' wombs; 


he would have been ridiculous who had aſked. 
the queſtion, whether the women really thought ; 
. cx could Laake their ſons into their reh 


an? . e 
** . now gone [throng YE abjeRtion 


- which were neceſſarily to be removed before I 
could ſtate the evidence 1 in this caſe, Tam ſen- 
ſible I have taken up toe much of your time; but 


L have this to ſay in my excuſe ; that objections 


built on popular notions and prejudices, ate 
- el coaveyed to the mind in few words; 3 and 
i conveyed, make ſtrong i impre ſons: but who- 
is, muſt encounter all 
0 the 


Se. 


ever Rr the -obj C 


—_ 


require, thruſt your a 
into my e your Nr. into my ſide; repeat 
ing to him his own words and calling him to 


_— practicable. When the Grecian women 
ed their ſons with cowardice, and called 


ke notions. to which they. are. allied; 4 to | 
- Which they owe their ſtrength; ; and it is yell if 

wo with many words he can find admittance. W 
I come now to conſider the evidence on 1 
N hich our. belief. of the Reſurrection ſtands. 
And here I am ſtopped again. A general ex 
- ception is taken to the evidence, that it is im- 
perfect, unfair; ; and a queſtion. is aſked, why - | 
did not Chriſt appear publiely to all the people, | 
eſpecially to the Magiſtrates? Why were ſome 
Wale culled and choſen out, and others, ex- 

5 or 25 lt may be e Perhaps co, he. that 3 

5 chere are witneſſes enough, no Judge, no Jury 
complains ! for want of more; and therefore, it - 


the, witneſſes we have are ſufficient, it is no ob- 0 


jection. that we have not others, and more. "os 
three; credible men atteſt a will, which are as 
many as the law. requires, would any body alk, 
Why. all the town, were not called to ſet their 
hands? But why were theſe witneſſes culled 
3 and choſen out? Why ?, ? For this reaſon, that 

they might be good ones. Does not every wife 

| man chuſe proper witneſſes. to his deed and. to 
his will? And does not a good choice of wit- 
elſes give e to every deed?, How comes 
. E | 
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What teaſon there is to make any complaints 
 "_ behalf of the Jews, may be Judged, in 


| 5 riſe again, that they fer a guard on his ſepulchre; 


and from their guatds they learnt the truth, 


very ſoldier was to them a witneſs. of the Re- 
furreftion of their own chuſing. After this, 


ſtle, {which the Gentle- 
ſe of other people) but 


they had not one Apc 
tnan obſerves was the C: 


mem, and in their power. The Apoſtles teſti- 
© tied the Reſurrection to them; not only to th. 


Senate: to ſupport their evidence, they were 


enabled to work, and did work miracles openly 


5 in the name of Chriſt. Theſe people therefore 
- have the leaſt reaſon to complain ; and had of 
All others the fulleſt evidence, and in ſome 


8 reſpets | ſuch as none but themſelves could have, 


. for they only were keepers of the ſepulchre. I 
: believe, if the es was * chuſe an evi- 
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Ul . ea caſes, ſhould in | his a aſe Nes, 1 
be of all others, the moſt ſuſpicious thing itſelf? 


| t has already appeared. Chriſt 
5 kilfered openly. in their ſight; and they were fo || 
well appriſed of his prediction that he ſhould - 


ll the Apoſtles, and many other witneſſes with 


185 people, but to the Elders of Trae! aſſembled in 


the 
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dence lis own ſatisfaction in tlie lle 4 1 
would deſire no more / than to keep the fepulk 
a with a-ſulficient number of 8 UE; 
But the argument goes furt er. It is 10 : 
Fan em, ſent with a ſpeci; 


5 cial co bmi 1 
che Jews; that he was their Meſſſas; and as his 
2 Reſurrection was his main credential, he ought ; 


fection: but in Being enen - 
wiſe, be ated like” an ambaſſador pretending 
authority from his Rs: but een to 8 
Pr of credence. N 
1 was: afraid, when 1 ſußered a earth 
into this argument, that 1 ſhould be led 


— weten, than by lawyers. | But ſinee 
chere is no help now, J will lay before you what 
1 appears to me to be the natural and Plain . 
oount of chis m ter; leaving it to others, WhO 
| ion qualified to give a fuller "an et, 1 

* Wee me, by che bn! we have of 115 
a Jeſus; that he had two diſtinct offices: one, as 


2 


to be decided by men 4 


the Meſſias particularly promiſed to the Jews ; 1 


another, as he was to be the great High Prieſt 
; of the v world. With reſpect to the firſt office, : 
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Apoſtles indis life-time: ls + * ee | « 
- forbids them to go to the Gentiles or Samaritans ; ec 
© but go, 5 ſays he, 40 the:lof ſheep of the houſe of | © «@ 
5 — Chriſt continued in cee of i os 4 
office d Side DOE his n natur: 


ſer * le, . e wa laſt d time. hs ſake: to 8 — | 
: ple, eee to Se. Aae en he 1 


̃ | . ridings, | fi" e bn * 5 

| ng, alli mitacles, bad Proved.: to be in vain, 
1 they, had, brought on themſelves, - The. 23d ö 

Chapter of St. Matthew recites theſe woes; and 

5 at the end of them Chas takes this paſſionate 
leave of Jeruſalem: © O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, 

- 3 thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt 

| PONG t unto a . how often 
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- « would I have gathered chy children” together; 


even as a hen gatherech her chickens under 
e her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your 
. houſe is leſt unto you deſolate. For I ſay 
e unto you, ye ſhall not ſee me henceforth, till 
ye ſhall ſay, bleſſed is he that cometh in the 
* name of the Lord.“ It is remarkable, that 
this paſſage, as Wee by St. Matibej and 
St. Lutte twice over, is determined, by the 
circumſtances, to refer to the near approach of 
his own death, and the extreme hatred of the 
Jetos to him: and therefore thoſe words, Te 
Hall not fee ms benceforth, are to be dated from 
the time of his death, and manifeſtly. wow out 
the end of his particular miſſion to them ing 
- the making this declaration, as it ſtands i in 857 
Matthew, his diſcourſes: are to his Diſciples; 
and they chiefly relate to the miſerable and 
wretched condition of the Jes, which was now 
decreed, and ſoon to be accompliſhed. Let 
1 now aſk; whether, in this ſtate of things, any 
farther credentials of Chriſt's commiſſion to the 
Jetus could be demanded or expected? He 
Vas rejected, his commiſſion was determined, 
and with it the fate of the nation was determined 
1 what We then of more eredentials? ?. FR 
an 1 10 
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ng to them after his Reſurr 


Akon; 2 Gh, fre me no more, rill ye ſhall fay, 
. * be that” com. 


Ne del Mon; nor are they i in it yet. 


gave a new commiſſion to his Diſciples, 
not reſtrained to the houſe of Jrael, but to go 
2 teach 4 nations. bis ee wee whe. 


ver c fert | offered to ne but 
no oth * terme than it was offered to the reſt 
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ene 


e Wr N not 
en, at Chriſt dir not ew Pra og 0 Tiberius 


- dive doit conſiſtently with 15 & own Pee. : 
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| The Reſurrection was the 8 ot 
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*. rightin in.this-caſe, why. may not 0 hin | 
demand be made for every country: nay, for 
_ every age? And then the, Gentlemen may bring 
the queſtion nearer home; and aſk, why Chriſt 
. not appear in England in King Georges 
reign? There is, to my apprehenſion, nothing 
more unreafonable,, than to neglect and deſpiſe 
plain and ſufficient evidence before us, and to 
fir down to imagine what leind of evidence would 
have pleaſed us; and then to make the want of 
ſuch evidence an objection to the truth; which 
yet, if well er ee. would: de found. to be 
"0 eſtabliſhed... I 
The obſe rvaon I he made upon the Reſur 
which will helpito account for dae 0 the 
evidence we have in this great point. A the 
Neſurrection was the opening a new commiſſion, 
in which all the world had an intereſt; ſo the 
concern naturally was, to have a proper evis 
en Neu- En e druch and which ſhould 
upon 50 Saldskacdon yen to pri 
vhether they were Magiſtrates or not Magiſtrates; 4 
but upon the conviction of thoſe, whoſe office 
it was to oy to bear teſtimony to this cruth-1 in_ 
. K 4 5 the 0 
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- ibs to ws witneſſes ' of the. Reſurrection, be- 
cauſe they were choſen to bear teſtim6rny to it 
in the world; and not becauſe they only were 


admitted to ſee ow after his Reſurrection: : 


for the fact is otherwiſe. The C : Fſpel indeed, 
concerned. to ſhew Ke: dds: on which the 


" faith of the world was to reſt, is very particular 


in ſetting forth the ocular demonſtration which 


the Apoſtles had of the Reſurrection; and men- 

tions others, who ſaw Chriſt after his Reſurrec- 
tion, only accidentally, and as the thread of 
the hiſtory led to it. | But yet it is certain, there 
' were: many others who' had this ſatisfaction as 
well as the Apoſtles.” St. Lale tells us, that 
when Chriſt appeared to the eleven Apoſtles, ; 
there were others with them “; who they were, 


or how many they were, he ſays not. But it 
appears in the Aa, when an Apoſtle was to be 
choſen in the room of Judas; and the chief 


qualification required was, that he ſhould be 


8 84 capable of being a witneſs of the Reſurrec- 
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tpenty * qualif 
Chriſt after his rifing was ſeen by five hundred 


d.* And St. Paul ſays, . 


once, many of. whom, were living . When he ape | 


 pealed to their evidence. Sg, that i, Gentle-, 7 
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man is miſtaken, when he imagines that 
only were choſen to ſee Chriſt, alter he, came, 


* 4 


_ from the grave. The truth of the caſe is, that; 
out of thoſe, who ſaw. him, ſome were choſen, to, 
bear teſtimony to the WO d, and for that reaſon. 
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had the fulleſt c demonſtration. of | the truth, that 


they might be the better able to gig. ſatisfaction 


to others. And what was there in this conduct 
to complain of? What to ra 


ſuſpicion ? 4 | 3 i ets; : TON ot; 
As. to the witneſſes themſelves; ; the firſt 5 


Gentleman takes notice of, are the Angels and 
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the women. 5 The mention of Angels led natu- 
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WE... to apparitions: and t the, women were  callec f 
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2 a womens, and. mer is an fad, of their 
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——_ = —_ God and. man; 
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that they, were imprope rly. ae 


. l £ "A # x N n 7 2 f N . 
"FI deren argen I 5. 2 I 5 22 ., 


Thy 5 7 * . ; * 
"4 TY $4 wi * Ro 442 1 4 W's 437 * * * 245 41 & 4-7 4 ii 


* 


\ * f 
„ 5 : = % 
» DF at . : * 3 : * 


le an any, cee or 


42 3 © OD 


1 41 afow : 


— 


worken t that we Arden Rs were e concerned, 


n the report of choſe who wrote the 


Sofpets, Who deliver it as' 2 truth known ts 
| themſelves, and not merely as a 1 8 08 taken : 


dom the women. 1155 


Bur for the women, eber Gall 1 aye Sill | 


£ Ae werd, 1 marry at leaſt they had eyes and 


In this caſe they tell 
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142 


Yor dy as. wee Further, 
bot nor tre - For, | I think,” hd 


I ren 8 kent to W teſtimony to any 


do de un JC ones: yet the Evi 

den the tuen ſurely is not the worſe, be⸗ 

cauſe ſome women h pe 

n which chey *. And # men x only muſt 
. be 
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and ould tell what they heard ahd fw. 
0 more; they report that 
not in the RS | but o 2 a | 


rightly, that 
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© E-wilt not ſpend your time vi numerati 


N witneſſes, or in ſetting forth the demon- 0 


ſtration they had of the truth Which 7 ev 


"Theſe things are well known. If you que "I 


- their ſincerity, they lived miſcrably, and died 


: es for the ſake of this truth. And what 
ſincerity can man give or 
3 And why is ſtill more, they were nat-- - 
| ation by beingill treated: | 
for he who employed them, told them before 
hand, that the world would hate them, and, 10 N 

them-with contempt and eruelt r. 


deceived in their expectatu 


But leaving theſe weighty. and: Ri 
en to your os reflexion, I beg leave 


to lay before you another evidence, paſſed over 
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coulc s N Cont Lam not ſure that he i iS not 
Bogdan with ſuch n ie n ee 0 hogs | 
try, perhaps-t 
here to believe their tay: And L racher Wiek. 
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* twenty men were to gome a 


be Refurredtion of Chriſt 1 Was. not to 
evidence. To what evidence it 
we —_— dis own dec _— 
"wr Poe ee ee U rare 
3 to his Apoſtles) ſhall bear witneſs, eee 0 
have been with me from the beginning. And 
therefore though the "Apoſtles bhp cried 
with him" forty days after his Reſurrection, and 
| had: received his commiſſion to go teach all 
nations, yet he exprefsly forbids them entering 
"= the work, till they ſhould receive powers 
from above F. And St. Peter explains the evi- 
dence of the Reſurrection in this mannef ie 
© {the*Apoſtles). are bis witneſſes of theſe things, 
ft, whom G hath 
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| al s and Princes in the name 
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rid that S theni i kk 1 ey: ſaic ll 
and did? With reſpect to this eren St. ; 
_  Jobm ſays, F ue receive the witneſs of men, be 
9 Witneſs of God is greater: Add to this, that 
the A poſtles had a power to communic cate -theſe 
gifts to believers. Can you wonder chat men 
believed the reality of thoſe powers of which 
wy they were -partakers,. and became conſcious tq 
themſelve?? With reſpect to theſe communi- 
' cated, powers, I ſuppoſe St. John ſpeaks, when 
he ſays, He that: believeth. on the Son of God, 
bath the Witneſs in himſelf f. Appealing: not to 
an inward teſtimony of the Spirit, in the ſenſe 
of ſome modern Enthuſiaſts, but to the Powers | 1 
of the Spirit, which believers received, and 
which were ſcen in the effects that followed. * 
It was ohjected that the Apoſtles ſeparated 8 
n to the work of the miniſtry, and one 
vent into one country, another to another; and Wl 
' conſequently, that the belief of the Reſurrection jt 
was originally received every where upon the 5 
teſtimony of one witneſs. 1 will not examine 
this fact: ſuppoſe it to be ſo. But did this one 
| wines 89 alone, when he was ee with the 
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times — were cot rai What muſt 
ve ſay then ? All theſe ſufferers had not truth 
with . 8 yet, if- there be any weight in 
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Zut I may be told, eee a, men by 


their ſufferings, _— pet not Nen 


we dende at the point of death} pp ning val 
many; inſtances are there of men's denying facts 
| pg facts Plioly diſproyed, 


even 
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| all ſuch 1 for i innocent — fncers/ men _ 
If not, it muſt be allowed, that a man's word at 
the point of death is not always to be relied on. 
2 Another obſervation I would make, is with 
reſpect to the evidence of the Spirit, on which 
fo much ſtreſs is laid. It has been hitherto in- 
iſted on, that the Reſurrection was a matter of 
fact, and ſuch a fact, as was capable and proper 
to be ſupported by the evidence of ſenſe. How 
| comes it about, that this evidence, this which 
is the proper evidence, is given up as inſuf⸗ 
1 ficient, and a new improper evidence intro 
duced? Is it not ſurpriſing, that one great 
miracle ſhould want an hundred more to prove 5 
it? Every miracle is. itſelf an appeal to ſenſe, 
and therefore admits no evidence but that of 
ſenſe. And there is no connection between a 
miracle done this year and laſt year. It does 
not follow therefore, becauſe Peter cured a e 9 
man ( allowing the ch chat eee 
roſe from the dead. 15 l 
But allowing "the: Geenen all de de- 
mands, what is it to us? They who had the 
witneſs within- e did e very well to 
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| dee. Very well. Gentlemen. of the / ury, 
you have heard the proofs and arguments on 
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3 . my 7 
Mr. B. 44 mu; join, Sir, in that requeſt. 
e I have often heard, ; 0 . 5 
a burden attending it; but I did not ſuſpect 
it in this office, which I conferred upon myſelf, 
But lince it a be ſo, I will recollect, and laß 
before n as well as I bans the. ſubltanee 8 
© En of the Jurys tht abi befor 
you, is, whether the witneſſes of the Reſurte- 
tion of e are guilty of giving SIO 
Or no. . 2 th bz 4 74 DS TS F e 
Two n of e or accuſations, ues 
brought againft Gem. * 5 raud and 


to ſupport the credie of 0 ert | 
8 V Ex LIST 2 

"There « are allo three 1 periods of time to 
5 The dra takes in whe minifiry-of Chriſt, ms 
s at his death. During this 1 the t 
is ſuppoſed to be contrived, ts 
The ſecond reaches from his Deb eas! his. 
Reſurrection. During this period: he fraud * 
. 575 W ke tt "4 - 
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% ales in che whole L * thi . 


this act is the main conſideration.” + | 
As to the firſt period of time, and the Favd 
| Garg upon Jeſus, I muſt obſerve to you, that 
this charge had no evidence to ſupport it; all the 


| facts reported of Jeſus ſtand in full contradiction 
o it. To ſuppoſe, as the Council did, that this 
fraud might poſſibly appear, if we had any Jewiſh = 


| books written at the time, is not to bring proof, 
but to-'with for proof; for as it was rightly ob- 
| ſerved on the other fide, how does Mr. A. 


know there were any ſuch books? And ſince 


they are loſt, hom does he know what was in 
them? Were ſuch bpoks extant, they might 


probably prove beyond OO the fads re- 3 


AN : 


Tou were told that Fg Sins were a very - 


. 
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people, much addicted to pro- 


expectation about the time that Chriſt appeared, 


to have a victorious Prince riſe among them. i 


This is laid as the ground of ſuſpicion; and in 
fact, many impoſtors you are told, ſet up u OD 
"WO notions of the people ; Z ; and thence it is in- 


And here the evidence they gave _ 8 phe 


and particularly that they had a ſtrong 


ZI. | 
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- ned that: Chiiſt bull his e upon the 9 
ſtrength of theſe popular prejudices. But when 
this fact dame to be examined on the other 
ide, it appeared that Chriſt was ſo far from 9 
falling in with theſe notions, and. abuſing the cre- - 
dulity of the people, that it was his main point to 
correct theſe prejudices, to oppoſe theſe ſuper- f 
ſtitions; and by theſe very means, he fell into 
8 diſgrace with his countrymen, and ſuffered as one, 
who in their opinion, deſtroyed the law and the 
5 Prophets. Wich reſpect to temporal power, ſo 
flar was he from aiming at it, that he refuſed it, 
ohen offered: ſo far from giving any hopes of 
it to his Diſciples, that he invited. men en 27 
quite different terms; To. take up 1he.crofs, and 
follow bim. And it is obſervable, that aſter be 5; 
| had foretold his Death and Reſurrection, he con- 
tinued to admoniſh his Diſciples of the evils 
they were to ſuffer; to tell them that the world 
would hate them, and abuſe them; which ſurely 
to common ſenſe has no appearance that he was 
then contriving a cee. or encouraging his Dif- 
_ eee, mater inlet 
But as ill ſupported as this rio is, there | 
was no avoiding it: it * cke, and not 
| | ; choice, 3 8 
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Which drove the Gentleman to it: 
Chriſt. had Be his Reſurrection, if 
 inhivonn time. "And yer the ſuppoſing Ch "= 


3 ne men 5 he is: very im. |. 
- Probublez: chat he, or any man; 
of N 4 chene to take place 


"mean duration, wt conduct 
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Th was not ace 
not debated; for which realen 
ſhall paſs it over with this 
Enthuſiaſm is as' contrary to the whole cha- 
f Thrift, as even 
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from the e tit ne e of his death and 1 hereſore is of. 
5 For if So, are ke Was 4 Ref rection, it v 
| =ufficiently anſwer the charge of Enthuſiaſm... 


II paſs on then to the ſecond period, to on- 
. 8 what happened between the Death and 


La Reſurrection of Chriſt. And here it is a 


chat Chriſt died, and was buried. S0 far then | ; 


there was no fraud. 


Por the better 3 the: Dan's 10 | 
: _- muſt recolle& a material circumſtance -- 
ported by one of the Evangeliſts; which is this: - | 


_ after Chriſt, was buried, the chief Prieſts and 
= Phariſees dame 
and informed him that this deceiver, 


Tete) had in his life-time-foretold, tha the would | 
_ riſe again after three days; that they ſuſpected 


his Diſciples would ſteal away the body, and 
pretend a Reſurrection; and then the 14% error 
would be worſe than the firfl. They therefore 


deſire a guard to watch the ſepulchre, to prevent ö 


| all fraud. They had one granted; accordingly 


= | they placed a watch on the ee and ſcaled 
1 the mouth ol it. ici 
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to Pilate the Roman Governor, ; 
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sen ſoldiers t ee, en ok ee Nolen 
while Weed were Ne and a Council | 


leep * 2 e were e 0n F 
= agen tor Wulle maintains; that! 
the tory reported by the- ſoldiers, afier_ch : 
the chief Priefts, con- 
t oy; this en Refur- 
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2 eee was i ſenſit le 661 a diffculry * 
in his. ways. to account for the credit which 


4 gave to. adi of e ; 445 


: wat” 
= 


«caution; in this = _— Pio concern! * 

{ſhewed that they were not ſatisfied that his pre- 
tenſions were grour leſs. To me he 
W 
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+ A ; y — : 4 


: were ares . mer caſe. He was 
= that the diſcovery of a cheat in che 1 
I before mentioned, ought rather to have ſet 7 4 
eee made them quite ſecure as to 
the extent of the prediction. In reply he ſays, 
that che chief Prieſts, however -ſacisfied of the 
cheat themſelves, had found that it p ee 
among the people; and to ſecure the people 
item being farther impoſed on, they wp _ 
Bo: Caution they did. ht el N 7 UREA. 7 
— > This 18 che ſubſtance. of the argument on both x: 5 
. oe 5D oo not adv: nod ei. 
+. I; muſt. obſerve , to you; chat thin reaſoning . 
from the caſe of Lazarus has no foundation in 
5 : hiſtory: 4 there i is no pretence for faying,. that the 
News in this whole affair had any particular regard 
to the railing: of Lazarus: and if they had an, 
uchi juſt ſuſpicion, why was it not mentioned at 
the trial of Chriſt? There was then an oppor- 
unity: of opening the whole fraud, and undeceiv- 
zug tlie people. The Jews had a plain law for 
-puniſhing a falſe prophet; and what could be a 
ronger conviction, than ſuch a cheat made 


ee enen x 


* j — 
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But th there er any ing g faid . 


OY No; the words are a proverbial 


| tar meaning muſt be aſſigned, it is more pro- 


able, that the words being uſed to'Pilate,; con- 


_ -raine a reaſon applicable to him. Now Pilate 

had been drawn in to conſent to the crucifixion, 
for fear the Jets ſhould ſer up Jeſus to be their 
7 King in oppoſition to Cæſar; he fore ſay the 
Chief Prieſts to him, if once the people believe 


will be worſe than the firſt; 1. e. they will be 
more inclined and encouraged to rebel againſt 


Roman þ Goverior to allow them a guard. Whe- 

"_ Lazarus were dead or alive ; whether _— 
deſtroy the law and the prophets; or 
ment to Pilate. It is plain, he. was touched by 

none of theſe conſiderations; and refuſed to be 


concerned in the affair of Chriſt, till he was 


- alarmed with the —— of danger to the 


Roman 


form of ſpeech, and probably were uſed without 
relation to any particular caſe. But if a particu- | 


r dead; che laſt error 


ant than ever. This is a natural ſenſe 
rds, as they are uſed. to move the 


This was the Fo fear thie' noed 


= him eee eee the ſecond now fi igocited 
to him be of the ſame kind * 2 55 BEE 43 * 
„The next circumſtance be e 6 
that of the ſeab upon the done of the ſepulchre. 
1 Counſel for Woolfton ſuppoſes an agr ment 
between the Jes and Diſciples about ſetting 
this ſeal. But for this agreement there is no 
evidence; - nay, to ſuppoſe it, contradicts tile 
Whole ſeries of the e as the Gentleman on 
the other ſide obſerved. I will not enter into 
che particulars of this SIE for it is needleſs. : 
Ihe plain natural account given of this matter 
ſhuts out all other ſuppoſitions. Mr. B. 053 
ſerved to you, that the Dh having a guard, 2 
4 let the ſeal to prevent any combination among 
e guards to deceĩve them; which ſeemsla 
: plain and ſatisfactory account. The Counſel 
for N. replies, Let the uſe of the ſeals be what 7 
they will, it is plain they were broken; and: if 
they were uſed as a check upon the Roman'fols | 
diers, then probably they conſented to the fraud; 
and then it is e underſtood ae ae body | 
Vas removed. eee e eee ee 
| I nmwft arms: to you hers, fuſies 8 ſuſ-⸗ 
92 picion e neither with the account given by | 
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2 ; Jews; 5 ee it us waer warne 
ax ä . oe 
3  Nor-he it any 

could move Pilate, and the Rome 
propagate ſuch 2 cheat? "Hei had crucified 


riſt bon ns other reaſon, bur for fear the peo- 


chre, to put an end to the people's hope in 
Jeſus; and is it likely at laſt that he was con- 
ting to a cheat, to make the people believe 
nes from che dead? The thing, of all 
obliged, as his apprehen- 

| Jonny to 1 2 FE IE AS 


of the fraud, is, that Jeſus roſe before the time 

had appointed. Mr. A. ſuppoſes that the 
1 f Giples baſtened the plot, for fear of falling in 
with multitudes, who waited; only for the ap- 


with their on eyes. He was anſwered, that 
the Diſciples were not, could not be concerned, 


or be preſent at moving the body; that they 
were di 
eus. chat haſtening the plot was of no uſe, 


erſed, and lay concealed for fear of the 


for 


Drobs bility in A9 For I 3 
n ſoldiers, to 


be ſhould re volt from the Romans; perhaps too 
be conſented e een upon the ſepul- 


$ 9 Che next cireumſtance inſiſted on as 2 proof 


pointed time to be at the ſepulchre, and to ſee 


"i ks Refaradtion OY Tee whilſt the We 


were at the ſepulchre; WhO were pre ably - 
enough to prevent violence : a enough = 
10 ror it, if any were uſed: 5 
Sr difficulty. then! reſts. 8 upon ae 
reckoning of the time. Chriſt died on Friday, 
roſe early on Sunday. The queſtion is, whether 
this was riſing. the third, day according to the 
prediction? 1; will refer che authorities made 
- uſe of in this caſe to your memory, and add 

only one. obſervation, to ſhew;that.it YT 
the third day according as the people of the 
country reckoned. When Chriſt talked with i 
the two Diſciples who knew him not, they gave 
him an account of his on crucifixion, and their N 
diſappointment; and cell him, Ang is the third 
day ſince theſe. things were dune. Now: this 
converfation was on the very day of the Reſur- 
rection. And the Diſciples thought of nothing 
leſs than anſwering an objection againſt the Re- 
ſurrection, which as yet they did not believe. 
They recount only a matter of fact, and reckon 
the time according to the uſage of their coun- 
a, ow: call the. day of the eee the 
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om the eben, ; "which 5 is 2 plan 
. evidence, in what Manners Be IO ICID in 
, and en 

As che 1 in Wu caſe are ine 
- upon the ſtory reported by the Jews, and the 
Nemas ſoldiers; Mr. B. in his anſwer, endea- 
voured toſhew from fome hiſtorical paſſages, that 
_the Jews themſelves did not believe the ſtory. 
"His firſt argument was, that the Jews hever 
1 the Diſciples for. this cheat, and the 
mar they had in it, when they had them in 
their ns Kü And yet who ſees 1 not that i it was 
very much to their purpoſ 
3 n Ne... 
b. Paul had- om king Arippa, and his ſaying 
to St. Paul, Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to be a 
Kann. A ſpeech, which he reckons could 
hk! be made by a Prince, , to one concerned 
io carrying on a known cheat. To this the 
3 Gentleman replies,” that Agrippa never did 
become à Chriſtian, and that no great ſtreſs 
is to be laid upon bis complaiſance to his pri- 
ſoner. But allowing chat there was ſomething 


of humanity and civility in the expreſſion, yet 


5 ſuch civility could wx th be paid to a known 
a ** hy | 5 Fo | 1 impoſtor. 
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expreſs; leſt ye be found 10 xb. againſt God, 


me poſſibly be in this work: a ſaying which 
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„There“ is a propriety even in n tivility; 
4 wg may be civil to a rebel, but he will 
hardly compliment him for his loyalty; he may 
be civil to a poor ſectary, but if he knows. him 


to be a cheat, he will ſcarcely dan ü him A 
with hopes that he will be of his part: | 
The third argument was from the advice given 7, 
by Ganialiel'to the Council of the Jews, to let | 
the A poſtles alone, for fear they themſelves ſhould ; i 
be found to fight againſt God: a ſuppoſition which 
the Gentleman thinks abſolutely inconſiſtent with | 
bis or the Counſel's being perſuaded, that the 
| Apoſtles were | guilty of any: fraud in . 
the Reſurrection of Chriſ. : 

The Genileman replies, that Gamaliet's. = | 
vice reſpected only the numbers of people de- 
ceived, and was a declaration of his opinion, 
that it was not prudent to come to extremities 
till the people were. in a better temper. T his =" 
deſerves conſideration. 9 
- Firſt, I obſerve, that Camalicbs oa are 


which reaſon: reſpects God, and not the people. 
And the ſuppoſition is, that the hand of God 


nat have come from him, or have been 


| ae *> ie 4 


b] 5 that the miracles 


Qliriſt, wr efpretkity- links occal 50 


upon the Jet, than even the mixacles of Chtiſt 


N 3 NP held 8 all the vera 


"i REA continue w 
5 ſaw no end of the affair, but began to thinle 
in earneſt there might be more in it than they 


vere willing to believe. And upon the report 
made to them of the Apoſtle's works; ter nue 


ſerious ' reflexion,” and don ted © hereunto This 
wild row, And - though in their anger and 
of heart, they thought of deſperate 10 


: medies, and were: for killing the Apoſtles alſo; 
yet they hearkened willingly, to Gamdiie?s ad- 
vice, which, at another time, might have been 
dangerous to the adviſer. So thathit appears 2 
ew tho _— nene whole ODE: 4 


aii 


| band of God might be in this thing: And thakd 


A i e - * 1 | 1 a RT 5 the 
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_ ew _ 
3 calling. this Council, had a; much greater” effect 


e u Reſurrection a Keele 
- have entertained ſuch a fuſpicion! P" 2” 4 FE 
The —— Irre( Ahn, 
and takes in the evidence upon which the kredit 
7 of W unds. . 10 Jen, 
Phe Cour wer for Woolf among cher di 
one; Which, if well grounded 
N alb+evidence out of this caſe. The ND 
ſurrection being a "th ig out of che cbüurſe 6 
Bature, he thinks'the''reſt mony of Hature! Hel 
forth to us in her conſtant metſſod f working! 
a ſtronger evidence againſt che POHEIIty 6f 8 
Reſurrettion, than any human chidenee can be 
for the reality of One (7 180 121 Ton {1907 JRE. 
In anſwer tOthi3/ithe hd online othen gies” 
Faß, chr K Nef eRtion N a thüng to de 
dged of by mentis ſenſes; aud tine echnor bs 
doubted. We al Know wien e man 18 HEAP; 
and 2 Re? come to Hfe gain, de wiel 
merher⸗he Was alive br Hog eee 
ae means by which we juc © thöſc ab 38 
; to bei living men 8 0 101299} 9 A. * 3 
2 cht che f _ n eee ; 


The 


1 e hs ee in dif, pu 
not to rules or maxims of reaſon and true 


ae. kn notion of nature em what | 


15 137 } 5 
his Diſciples at pleaſure; e 
1 amor gahem when the doors were ſhut ; his | 
_ forbidding ſome to touch Kiln, his inviting 1 
others to da it; his having the very wounds 
whereof he died, freſn and open in his body, 
and the like. Hence the Council concluded 
. that it was no real body, which was ſometimes 
viſible, ſometimes inviſible ; ſometimes. cpm 
of * ouched. j,.. ſometimes incapable... 2 * 
On the weten ſide, it was aneh 
many of theſe objections are founded on 4. mit- 
ſenſe of the paſſages referred to; | 


larly of the paſſage in which Chriſt is chought-- | 
ta forbid W e 0 touch Mang * 


bis maden a. a probably of a chirds- a 
to · Chriſt's conyerſation. with his Diſciples on che 
road, without being ee by chem. 
As. to other paſſages, which relate his. ap bear- 
ing and diſappearing, - and coming in. when. the 
doors were ut, it is. ſaid, that. no concluſiog 
can; be drawn from them., againſt. the reality; 5. 
Chriſt's body: chat theſe; things; might happens 
many ways, and Ver the body be real 2 which. , 
the only point to which. the Preſent. objectigg 
88 that there might be in this, and mon 
»& e 8 


real body. 3 era 
r wenden wee bene of bur briefly, halt e to 
ES argument to your re- 
enn wt eee icli, 
"TY Went taken from he be, that 
Chꝛriſt did not appear pubkekly to ee e 1 
par ſeularly to the chief Prieſts and Rulers 
that his eee 
| Kketto ther in an eſpecial manner; and that 
fs range that che main proof of bis 


od the Jews: he lin: ſes : 
ter "diſpoſed: its receive 
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Er ſaid, that. | hiſtory-' reports that the women ſaw 
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8 in the Reſurrection of Chriſt, it was ne- 


14 


re 4 proper &videnee for the 


c ceſſary to prept 


particular ſatisfaction given to tlie rn of che 
| Jews, or their Rulers. 3 11 [119 1 1. "If: 10 1801 
© |» Thirdly; chat as to the choſen Abe asd 6 
Pe think that they were choſen as the 
bow tele in truth many others did ſee him: by 

1 that ehe witneſſes were choſen as proper perſons | 
to bear teſtimony to all people; an office to 
which many others who did ſee Chriſt, were 
not zarticularly commiſſioned. That making 


choice of proper and eredible witneſſes, was ſo | 
IT ſuſpicion, that | 


far from being a ground of ju 
ir is im all caſes the it; e 8255 to e 
i ſuſpicion. 


4. 8h »bjeftio! is + jjointed againſt bel © evi- 
| dene of the Angels, and che women It. i 


young men at the ſepulchre 5 that they/ were 
| advanced into Angels invtely:through"the fear 
and ſuperſtition of the women: that at dhe 
beſt, this is bit a ſtory of an ö 
thini in times of fot nee. aneh "talked 4 || 
. i but 
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hole world; which was not to be done hy n 


Chriſt after the Reſurrection; 
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| of the Refareeſtions hoy: on — in >" num- 
* ber of the choſen witneſſes, or ſent to bear ref. 


f ſt 8 we believe them 8 
not a 5 80 report oft the women, but upon the 


credit of che ä 19085 affirms it. That 


The 1 to the women was, 1 think, 
only that they were women ; which "as eng 
ened by calling them ſilly. women. | 


It. was ed, that women * e 


* 1 * 8 caſe, 
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ie n is faid, at the Angle: 
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non in che world: that they were indeed 
| 5 God appointed to attend the, Re- i 
x that God has ſuch Miniſters, cannot 

reaſot bly doubted; nor can it be objected 
thy they * ed employed, ot _ 2 


paſa for wit and ridicule, bur Hela reaſon on 


cats wire nen, and can: tell what they ſee 
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women are none of the choſen witneſſes; ant 
if they were, the evidence of the men cannot be 
ſet aſide, becauſe women ſaw what they ſa. 
This is the — of the ae, and 


* 


anſwers. 8 85 „ 


The Counſel for hy 3 inſiſted, cee | 
; that they. gave the greateſt. aſſurance to the 
| world, that poſſibly could be given, of their fin-. 
| cere dealing, by ſuffering all kinds of hardſhip, 


"and. at laſt death itſelf, in ene, of the 


truth of their evidence. . 75 + 


The Counſel for Mullen, in os to ging | | 


told vou, that all religions, whether true or 


| falſe, have had their martyrs; that no opinion, 


however ahſurd, can be named, but ſome have 


| been-content to; die for. it; and then concluded. ö 
5 that ſuffering is no evidence of the truch of he 1 


i opinions for which men ſuffer. 


Io clear this matter to you, I —_ W 4 7 


1 how this caſe ſtands. Vou have heard oſten, in 
85 the courſe of this ar, UT , that the Fe 
were witneſſes choſen to. bear teſtimony: to the 
Reſurrection; and, for that reaſon, had the 
fulleſt evidence themſelves. of the truth of it; 


not x merely by ſeeing Chrift once or tice after = 


his 
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Hin for forty days together, before: his aſcenſion; 
That this was their proper buſin 


plainly 


dai an Apoſtle, was the fan 


; and the nece 


You ſee then, that the thin 
reftified; and the thing | 


2 ; 
arte aol Tran Sv e 
* 4 * ks... | 


mere" matter of fact. 


. But even in thoſe 


tells you nothing but the rut 


1 at t with infincerity int 
111 n. ay be; ; but ever N 


inen, 
29 1 Ro Miu 


at's Sers 2. 
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16s: aus, ber / frequent comrenltibn” TY 


1S, appears ; 

V hiſtory; where we find, that to'ors = 
m thing 48 orduin- be” 
ing one to be a witneſs of the Reſurreftion *. - 
ve oK further to the preaching of the Apoſtles, i 
* Will find this was the great article inſiſted © 
on f. And St. Pail knew the weight of this. 
y of teaching it, when : 
Be ſald, F Cbriſ ve Yor riſen our Faith is vdin. 
ing which the K poftles 
or  which'they ſuffered, 5 
Vas the truth of the" Reſurrection: wen s A 


on -.mAa Mm mae o ww © 2 © Q af 8 


Deonsder no How: be ebſee es ſtabds Rt 
" Counſel for Fooſfon tells you that it is com- 
men for men te die for ſalſe opinions; and He 


3 caſes chei r fuffering ls an evĩdenet of their fincertty; 
50 it would be very Hard to charge men xo die 


g. 2 yo 
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miſtal et n man is not a cheat. ic ical | you. i 
allow the ſuffering of the Apoſtles to prove their: 
ſmcerity, which you cannot well diſallow; und 
1 conſider that they died for the truth of a matter 
of fact which they had ſeen them ſelves, you will 
perceive. how ſtrong the evidence is in this caſe. 
In doctrines and matters of opinion, men miſtake; | 
| phrpetually ; and it ĩs no reaſon for me to take 


= up with andther man's opinion, becauſe lam 


perſuaded he is fincere in it. But when a man 
reports to me an uncommoii fact, yet ſuch 4 


one, as in its own nature is * plain bn dles | 4 | 


ſenſe ; if 1 believe him hot, it is not betauſe ! 
ſuſpect his eyes; or his ſenſt fof ſeeling, +but || 
merely becauſe: [i ſuſpect his ſincerity. For i; 
Ii was ro ſee the ſame thing myſelf, I. ſhould? 
believe myſelf; and therefore my ſuſpicion does 1 
not ariſe from the inability of human ſenſes . 
judge in the caſe, but from à doubt of the in 
cerity of the reporter. In ſuck caſes there forg 
there wants nothing to be proved but only 'the || 
ſincerity of the reporter; and ſince vohmtary - | 
fuffering for. the truth, is at leaſt a proof of ſin- 
cerity; the ſufferings of the Apoſties for the 


truth of the deere. fg and 1 * 


| Waere, and therefore he added, that there 
are many inſtances of men's ſuffering and dying 
in an obſtinae denial of the truth of facts plainly 


proved. This obſervation: is, alſo true. I re- 
a man who endured with 


member a: ſtory | 
Seat conſtancy all the tortures of the rack, 


f 1 had painted a gallows upon the toe of my ſhoe, 
and when the rack ſtretched: me, I looked on 


This man denied a plain fact, under great tor- 
| ture, but yo ſee a reaſon for it. 
| Eafes,) when (criminals perſiſt in denying their 
ctimes, they oſten do it, and there is reaſon to 
ſuſpect they do it always, in hopes of a par don 


5 their will; and for. their crimes; and their ob- 


| inacy-is built on the hope of eſcaping, by 


moving the compaſſion of the Government. 
Can the Gentleman give any inſtances of perſons 


vho died willingly i in atteſtation of a falſe fact? 
We have had in - age ſome weak r to 


„ die 


be Countel for « Wehe was benüble f this 


denying the fact with which he was charged. 
When he was aſked afterwards, how he could 

hold our againſt all the tortures ? He anſwered, 

de gallows, and bore the pain to ſave my life. 


In Scher 


. or xeprieve; But what are theſe inſtances to the 
preſent purpoſe? All theſe men ſuffer againſt | 
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5 4. for the Pope's ſupremacy f but do you think 
a man could be found to die in proof of the 
Pope” s being actually on the throne of England? 
Noa the Apoſtles died i in aſſerting the trutn 
| of Chriſt's Reſurrection. It was always in their 
power to quit their evidence, and ſave their 
lives. Even their bittereſt enemies, the Jews, 


required no more of them than to be ſilent “. 


Others have denied facts, or aſſerted facts, in 
hopes of ſaving their lives, when they were un⸗ 
der ſentence of death: but theſe men atteſted a 
fact at the expence of their lives, which they 
might have ſaved by denying the truth. 80 
that between criminals dying and denying run 
facts, and the Apoſtles dying for their teſti- 
mony, there is this material difference: criminals | 
deny the truth in hopes of ſaving their lives; 
the Apoſtles willingly parted wich n _ 
rather than deny the „ REG 
"8 We are come now to the laſt, and inde eel he = 
8 moſt weighty conſideration. -' MG 
The Counſel for the Apoſtles dia in hs. 
| courſe of the argument allowed, that more evi- 


dence i is A rot to Forty the N of wa 
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eee it being a very extraordinary . 
event, than 1s neceſſary i in common caſes ; in the 
tter-part of his defence ſets forth the extraor- 
dinary evidence upon which this fact ſtands. 
This is the evidence of the ſpirit: the ſpirit of : 


vwiſdom and power, which was given to the 5 5 


Apoſtles, to enable them to confirm their teſti- b 
mony dy ſigns and wonders, and mighty works. | 
This partof the argument was well argued by 


U 


Pen e _ 1 need not 2:5 88 428 he 


— 


* The Z _—_ 5 1 in {his reply, a made 
two ohjections to this evidence. = I 
_ © The' firſt was this; that the Reſurreior 
having alk along been pleaded to be a matter of 
act and an object of ſenſe; to recur to miracles 
ſor tlie proof of it, is to take it out of its proper 
dence, the evidence of ſenſe; and to reſt it 


upon a proof which cannot be applied to it; for ; 
| feting one miracle, he ſays, is no evidence that 0 
another miracle was wrought before it; as heals | ke 
ing a ſick man, is no ede chat ra dead 1 man 2 
3 "© raiſed to life. Tn 2 ol 4 
To clear this difficulty you on BON. 8 1 4 
what train of reaſoning miracles come to be * 


proofs i in any caſe.” A miracle of itſelf proves 
5 ar | as Ae. nothing, 
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nothing, unleſs this only; that chere is 4 eauſft 
is equal to the producing the effect ve ſee. up- 
poſe you ſhould ſee a man raiſe one from the 
dead, and he ſhould go away and ſay nothing 
to you, you would not find that any fact, or ny 


propoſition, was proved or diſproved by this 
miracle. But ſhould he declare to you, in the 
name of him, by whoſe power the miracle Was 
N wrought, that image-worſhip: was unlawful, you A 
_ would then be poſſeſſed of a proof againſt image- 2 
worſhip: But how? Not becauſe the miracle 
proves any thing, as to the point itſelf; but be- 
Cauſe the man's declaration is authoriſed hy Hm 
rought the mitacle in confirmation of his 
Socheine⸗ And therefore miracles re directly n 1 
proof of the 1 of Fer au g not 955 the 
truth of things: $5305 380 14-1 "2h ; 
To apply da 10 * preſent alles: : if che F 
Apoſtles had wrought miracles; and ſaid nothing 


of the Reſurrection, the miracles would hade 


proved nothing about the Reſurrection; one 
way or other. But when as eye · witneſſes chey N 
atteſted the truth of the Reſurrection, and 
wrought miracles to confirm their authörity; 
the miracles did not directly prove che Reſur- 
N but "Ny" confirmed and eſtabliſned 
| e 


LES 1 14 


| xyidence -ofeyc-witneſſes. So that here is no 


change of the evidence from proper to improper; 
the e ill reſts upon the evidence of ſenſe, 


Fe If a witneſs calls in his neighbours to 


4 


Ap. the. authorities 
of the evidence, there is no compariſon. 


Oi 


: 
y 


4 ching to us. It was well, the Gentleman ſays, 


* have it not? e 
- To-adjuft- this difficulty, 1 muſt: re to 
Ian that the evidence now under conſideration, 


3 ime pretend to; but an evidence appearing 
: * the manifeſt and viſible works of the Spirit: 
3 and this evidence was capable of being tranſ- 

5 mitted, and actually has been tranſmitted to us 
upon unqueſtionable authority: and to allow the 
evidence to > have. been good in the firſt ages, 
MST. | 925 and 


„ b picles de 8 dee the 


d and ſtrengthened by the authority of 


atteſt his veracity, they prove nothing as to the 
tt in queſtion, but only confirm the evidence 
of the witneſs. * the caſe here is the ſame ; though 

| tin rn 


1 be ſecond ohe Sion was, that this 8 
q good it may be in its kind, is yet no- 


. 


Was not a private evidence of the Spirit, or any 
. inward. light, like to that which the Quakers in 
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tion to. he rules of reaſonings + For if we ſce 
enough to judge that the firſt ages « 104 reaſon to "Nh 
believe, we mult needs ſee at the ſame time, that 
. is reaſonable for us alſo to believe. As the 
preſent . queſtion only relates to the nature of he 
evidence, it was not neceſſary to produee from 
hiſtory the inftances, to ſbew in hom plentiful a 
manner this evidence was granted to the Church. 
 Whyeves! wants this ſatisfaction, may ealily have it. 
Gentlemen of the Jury, I-have laid before you 
the ſubſta. ce of what has been ſaid on both ſides. 
You are now to canſider of. be give ae off 
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Foren u Land we ae ac ae. 
our verdict.” F 
Judge. Are you's all agreed? 5140) 951 


Jury. Ves. e in 14 gk Fa RE „ 
Judge. Nen tall t ſpeak for dr 91 "oa 15 


+ Judges) What fa: N ha ah mp > 
* of giving falſe evidence in the eaſe of the 
Reſurrection of Jeſus, or not 1 it £7 
Foreman. Not atrial i A 
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